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A Brief 
NARRATION, 


Of the Life and Death of our Dear 
and Worthily Eſteemed Friend John 
Peters, /ate of the Pariſh of Min- 

ver, in the County of Cornwall, 


a Faithful and Diligent Minſter 


| Z the Goſpel of God, and our Lord 
Feſis Chriſt,who finiſhed his Courſe 
with Foy, on the 11th Day of the 
Ith Month, 1708. and ig return d 
to his Reſt in the Lord. 


* OH N PETERS was the Firſt 
Born and Eldeſt Son of Charles 


AF Peters, of the Pariſh of Min- 


ver aboveſaid, and of Philippa his 


Wife; being Born in the Year of 


aur Lord, 1645. His Parents wefe 
Senn A 2 Perſons 


| \ | 
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Perſons of good Eſteem and Condi- 
tion as to the World ; Sober and 
Religious, eſpecially his Mother; 
and under them, he had the Ad- 
vantage of a good Education, and 
grew up in Sobriety. His Mother 
was early. convinced of the Truth, 
as - profeſſed amongſt the People 
called @zakers; and although his 
Father did not Aſſociate with them, 
yet he was very Friendly and Fa- 
vourable to them, and continued 
ſo to his Death. | | 
This our Friend, tho' he did not | 
at firſt join in Religious Society || 
with us, yet was one, who from 
his tender Years had the fear of 
Almighty God before his eyes, and 
was kept from thoſe Sins and Tranſ- 
greſſions which many inconſider- 
ate and unwary young Perſons run 
into: And about the 25h year o 
his Age he Married a Vertuous 
Maiden, who continued his Wife 
and true Help-meet-about 38 years, 
even to the time of their Separati- 
on by bis Death, Soon after his 
Marriage, 
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peared; 1n that 
he could not freely comply with 
Sprinkling his Children, and pre- 
tending thereby to make them Chri- 


Marriage, ſtrong; Convictions fell 
on him, which: ap 


ſtians; as alſo in Purification of 


his Wife after Child-Birth, as they 
term it; which looking upon as a 
Judaical Rite, he could not away 
with, ſojoined himſelf to the Peo- 


ple called Quaſters, in the Year 


1672. and in ſome ſhort time after, 
the Lord was pleaſed to give him 


a Gift in the Miniſtry. Which, 


though not large at firſt, was very 
wellcome to the Church; coming 
from a prepared Veſſel, and one 
who ſpoke not at random, but with 
the Spirit and Underſtanding. This 


_ Gift grew and increaſed mightily 
in him, eſpeciall after the deceale 


of our Friend Richard Samble of 
Falmouth, a Laborious and Faith- 
ful Miniſter, who died in the 3d 
Month, 1680. and to whom he was 
beer dear. This our Friend, had 
en à Larger Portion of the Gift 
174] A 3 of 


. 
1 


— —— — — 


— — 
— — 


['6 ] * 
of the Miniſtry poured out upon 
him, ſo that he Travelled much, 
Viſiting Friends, not only in this a 
County, but went frequently into 
other, the South and Weſtern Coun- 
ties of England, and ſome parts af 
Wales ;" taking ſometimes his Wife 
= with him, who has alſo a Gift in 
the Miniſtry, and was 4 Fellow- 
Helper to him in the Goſpel in his 
latter days. He was well known, 
and well received by the Faithful 
at London, Briſtol, and in all Pla- | 
ces where the Hand of the Lord led 
him, being endued with the Spirit, 
and Anointing, whereby he Preach- 
ed glad Tidings to the Meek, com- 
forted the Mourners, and proclaim» 
ed the acceptable year of the Lord, 
and many were, and are the Seals of 
his Miniſtry. 4 h * 

He was very Faithful in his Te- 
ſtimony; it being given him, not | 
only to Believe, but alſo to Suffer 
for the Truth. His firſt Impriſon- 
ment was at Bodmin, in the Sheriff s 
| Ward, for his Teſtimony. againſt 
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Paying Tythes, as being abrogated 
WEEN ud _ Sufferings of Chrift A- the 
1 a | 
4 : Croſs. After which, heunderwent 
| alſo ſome Years Impriſonment at 
Lanceſton, for refuſing” to Swear, 
in obedience to Chriſt's Command; 
and though in thoſe das his Wife 
Was young, and had a growing Fa- 
| mily, and his Circumſtances as to 
the World not very abundant; yet 
he went cheerfully through all, 
| for the Lords ſake, and his Truths 


; ſake, and Laboured with his hands 
do ſupply the Neceſſities of his Fa- 
; +- - mily, During the time of this 


latter Impriſonment, à certain 

Great Perſon, a Baronet, whom he 

had faithfully Served in managing 
| ſome part of his Eſtate, and who 
| had a particular kindneſs for him, 
offered to get him his Liberty; but 

thought it could not be obtained, 

| unleſs he would engage to Tranſ- 
port himſelf and his Family to 
America, He acknowled «| the 
Baronet's Kindneſs, but ſaid, He 
doubted not but be ſhould live to ſee 
Rk g A 4 Liberty 
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Liberty reflored, and to eat his. 
Bread quietly in England; which 
Bleſſing he accordingly enjoyed for 
— * than twenty Tears before he 

When he had obtain'd his Free- 
dom from the Jayl at Lanceſton, 
which might be by King James's 
Declaration, he returned into the 
Service of Sir John Carew the Baro- 
net, afterwards, whom he again 
faithfully Served, until Sir Jahr 
died. He then managed the ſame 
Eſtate for the Lady Dowager, du- 
ring her Life, it being part of her 
Dowry. After her Deceaſe, he 
managed the ſame for the Heir that 
then was, to the great Satisfaction 
of the ſundry Perſons and Truſtees 
concerned, and continued to Serve 
the ſucceeding Heir, *till about Six 
Months before he died; though to 
my knowledge, our Friend for 
ſome Years before grew weary of 
the Employ, and thought it too 

t an Incumbrance to him in 
Is growing Years; only his En- 
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gamements were ſuch to the Fa- 
mily, and the Kindneſs of the Ba- 
ronet and his Lady towards him, 
that he knew not how to leave 
their Service. a 
Let he was careful beyond all 
others to ſerve the Lord, and ac- 
cordingly Travelled much in the 
Miniſtry, leaving in thoſe days his 
diligent Wife and Father to over- 
ſee his Maſter's Buſineſs in his Ab- 
ſence, until ſuch time as his Son 
grew up very capable, and well 
ualified for thoſe Purpoſes. Then 
iis Wife obtain'd more Liberty; 
ſometimes 1 the Churches 
with him in the ſame Labour of 
Love. Thus he ſpent his time in 
the diſcharge of his Duty, in Faith- 
fulneſs to God and Man, perform- 
ing many great and conſiderable 
Truſts repoſed in him with great 
nctuality and exactneſs, compo- 
tng of differences, making peace, 
and adviſing all to Love an 


good Works; in which Labours he 


was always far from ſeeking him- 
3 a As 4 
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ſelf, but ſought God's Honour, and 
the good of the Church. 
He was bleſſed with a good de- 
gree of Health, fave at ſometimes, 
had violent Fits of the Stone; and 
that after the Gout ſeiz'd him, 
(which might be ten years before 
he died, ) was not ſo fore on him as 
before; neither was his Gout fo af- 
flicting as ſome have found it, be- 
ing ſcarcely confined at any time, 
more than two Weeks at once, and 
that it may be but once in the Vear; 
that it little hindred his Travel and 
Exerciſe for the Churches good. 
He hadon the left fide of his face 
2 Wen, which he was adviſed to 
pet cut off, but growing Elderly 
ze would not attempt it; this grew 
much abont a year or two before 
he died, for it was ſcarcely per- 
ceiveable at firſt. And being ſeiz d 
by the Gout in his feet this Spring; 
| it's ſuppoſed that Diſtemper flew | 
up to this Diſtempered Part; for 


I! 

the Pain leaving his Feet, ſetled in 

| this Wen, and as he told-me, * | 
| A 


8 
of the ſame kind of Pain as he had 
frequently with the Gout. This 
made it grow to a —— 
heighth, until it broke, and was 
thought by ſome Skillful Perſons to 
be a Cancer; but both Wen and 
Fleſh about it falling off, the Swel- 
ling decreaſed, and the Bone bein 
bare, was thought not affected, a 
he was thereon judged to mend; 
and both his Chyrurgeon, and 
thoſe about him, had hopes of his 
Recovery. When immediately the 
Humour flying up again, his Face 
ſwell'd a ſecond time, and then he 
ſenſibly weakened day by day, and 
ſaw his approaching End, and 
longed to be with the Lord. His 
Pains alſo became moderate, and 
he bleſted God frequently for the 
eaſe he enjoyed; and though ſome 
days before he died, his Speech and 
Expreſſions were with ſome difficul- 
ty, yet he retain'd a perfect Under - 

nding and Memory, and Know- 
ledge to the laſt. | 


While 


12 ] 
While he was yet able to ſpeak, 
many were the good Exhortations 
and Counſels he beſtowed on thoſe 
that Viſited him; the ſubſtance of 
ſome of them I took whilſt I was 
with him, viz, on the 2oth day of 
the 5:þ Month, there being many 
Friends and Relations in his Cham- 
ber, not knowing but he might be 
near expiring, - gp he got himſelf 
raiſed in his Bed, and ſpake. 

It is the Lord's * Mercy 
© who in the midſt of the pains and 
* anguiſh that attend our Badies, 
gives us reſignation of Mind to 
* his Divine Will. This he ſaid 
might be ſoon ſpoken of, but it 
was ſweet to come to the livi 
experience of it, and that God ha 
* mercifully given him this Reſig- 
nation and quietneſs of Mind, in 
which he had Peace, notwith- 
* ſtanding the Weakneſs and Pains 
* he lay under. 

* Then obſerving ſome youn 
People about his Bed, he Counſel- 
led them to keep Low in —— 
_ Tear 
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© fear of the Lord; not to ſeek to 
* themſelves great things, nor to 
© Poſt after the Riches of this World; 
that a moderate Care within the 
* bounds of Truth was allowable; 
but he ſpoke againſt extending 
' *© our deſires that way, to the for- 
< getting the work of Religion, and 
* the preparation for our latter | 
* end. He told us, a little with |! 
God's Bleſſing would ſuffice, and 
* {weetly enlarged on the benefit of 
his Bleſſing, and the difference 
* betwixt thoſe, and where he Cur- 
* ſeth. He further ſaid, That in 
* his young years he had a Belief 
* riſen in him, that if he lived in 
the fear of God, neither he nor 
his ſhould ever want; which had 
© been all along confirmed to him. 
He teſtified that his heart was full 


© of the Love of God, and that the 
* ſting of Death was taken awayz | 
and ſaid, twould be indeed fad |} 
© at ſuch a ſeaſon of a Languiſhing 
* Body, to have a Load of Sin on 
the Soul, Oc. 


Many 


| 
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Many other Seaſonable Counſels 
he then had, which were very In- 
ſtructive to us, that made me glad 
to be there, as I accordingly ex- 
preſſed; and it was to our mutual 
rejoycing, and a comfort to behold 
his triumphing over thoſe violent 
IIlneſſes his Body lay under. He 
was thankful to God for his Mer- 
cy, 1n giving him eaſe from his 
Pains in ſome degree, and to ſee ſo 
many of his Relations and Friends 
about his Bed; ſo that Death was 
not bitter to him. But that Divine 
Life that accompanied him in his 
Living Teſtimonies, for the Truth 
of which, he was a faithful Mini- 
ſter, abode with him, and dwelt 


on him, and did exert it ſelf with 


vigour in this his low Condition. 


It was a Seaſon of brokenneſs of 


Heart, and contrition of Spirit, be- 
fore the Lord, our Friend George 
Knipe Prayed and Praiſed God, in 


the openings of Life, for his mercy 


towards him, and us. 
On 


— W 
14 ] 


—— - 


— — — = 


ws [15] 

On the 22d of the ſame Month I 
was again with him, and ſundry 
others, we then thinking his con- 
tinuance could be but a little while; 
when he again ſpake to us. 

That we had Cauſe to be thank. 
* ful to God for making known to 
© us his Truth; and that he was 
* evidently ſatisfied, that the way 
* the Lord hath brought us into, is 
the way of Truth. He ſpake of 
the neceſſity of living in obedience 
thereto, that it might be a Croſs to 
our Wills, a Bridle toour Tongues, 
and a Stay to our Minds; with o- 
ther cloſe Advices relating to walk- 
ing in the Truth. And perceivi 
ſome of us there who had a gift 
the Miniſtry; and Publick Service; 
ſometimes in Meetings; He advi- 
* ſed us to wait for Wiſdom and 
© Direction from the Lord, to en- 
able us for ſuch Services; ſaying, 
* that the ſtrength of Man's parti 
© was not ſufficient to do the Lord's 
* work, Cc. And further Counſelled 


us, that Love might be the Prin- 


* : cipal 
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© pal Motive in all our Publick 
* Concerns; to Rebuke, to Exhort, 
© and to Counſel in Love; and if 
in thoſe Labours, we meet with 
* croſs and peeviſh-ſpirited People, 
© that we may be careful not to 
* ſuffer the ſame Spirit to ſway us, 
© but to overcome the Evil with 
© Good. He then told us, that he 
* had nothing in appearance, but 
Death before him, but was well 
* ſatisfied however the Lord dealt 
* with him. 

Theſe were Heart-opening Sea- 
ſons, and we had great comfort and 
refreſhment with him. Many o- 
ther were his ſweet Sayings and 
Exhortations, which were not ex- 
actly taken, but occaſionally de- 
liver'd, as Friends viſited him, and 
were of the ſame nature with thoſe 
frequent Teſtimonies and Inſtru- 
Qtions that in the courſe of his Life 
he was made todeclare, where-ever 
the Lord led him. He was wholly 
iven up to God, to wait upon 


im, who made him ſweetly con- - 


tented 
* 
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tented, and reſigned to his Divine 
Will. bs 15 
Three days before he died, I Vi- 
ſited him again, and continued 
with him at times till the day he 
departed; and found him in the 
ſame ſweetneſs of Love, and freſn- 
neſs of Life; we had ſundry heart - 
tendering Seaſons with him. He 


told as he was ſound and well, mean- 


ing as to his mind, and through the 
Lord's mercy had abundance of eaſe. 
He always ſignified the great Love 
of God to him; in which, he fi- 
niſhed his Courſe, and is returned 
to his everlaſting Reſt. +I 
He was a Man of a ſweet, affable 
Temper, of a ſound Underſtanding, 
not diſturbed with over-buſte Ima- 
—_— the unhappineſs of ſome, 
ut was truly Religious without 
affectation; ſincere and free with- 
out harſhneſs, juſt and temperate 
in all things, and paſt over a Life 


of Innocency and Integrity, aud of i 


an Exemplary Piety, yet without 


any conceit of himſelf. He was a 


worthy 


ww 4; 
worthy Pattern of Meekneſs, in 
which, he exceeded many, never 
ſeeking Eminency or Prelation, but 
Was willing to be a Servant to all; 
by which means, although he never 
fought after it, he obtain'd an 
eminent eſteem amongſt the People 
of God; and as he was acceptable 
to thoſe he converſed with, he en- 
joyed alſo great tranquility in 
hunſelf, not ſuffering any of the 
violences and tranſports of Ambi- 
tious Spirits. True Honour and 
good Reputation followed him, be- 
cauſe he made it his buſineſs to be 
good, rather than to ſeem ſo. He 
was endued with that Charity, and 
little Opinion of himſelf, that he 
was ready to prefer thoſe who came 
much ſhort of him in Gifts and 
Gr 2 c es. * : 
He was a very good Child, an 
excellent Father, and Husband, a 
faithful and diligent Servant, a 
tender and juſt Maſter, a courteous 
and obliging Neighbour z and what 
crowned the reſt, a living 2 
ence 


19 
enced Miniſter of the New - Teſta- 
ment; not of the Letter, but of 
the Spirit. And as he received this 
Gift freely, ſo he preached it frees, 
ly; travelling much Abroad to his 
great, expence, 1n which he was ge- 
nerous, according to his Ability; 
not deſiring to make the Goſpel 
chargeable; and he managed his, 
Affairs with that prudence, that 
he was always able, as well as wil; 
ling to give, rather than to receive. 
I have particularly obſerved, that 
in Caſes of Charitable Contributi- 
ons, he was generally on the givin 


„„ a 


fide; and not more forward to prels * 


on others, than to contribute ham- 
felt; and yet the Lord bleſſed ham, 
and as it was ſaid of the Miracle 
of Chriſt's feeding the Multitude; 
the fragments that remain'd, were 
more than at the beginning; ſo was 
it with the Eſtate and outward 
Subſtance of this our Friend. | 
He did not only ſhew_ mercy 
with cheerfulneſs, but he al ſo ruled 
with diligence, Labouring faith- 
SY 0164: 7, my 
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fully in the Lord's Vineyard, both 
in Boctrine and Diſci ine, yet 
took great care, if poſhble to give 
offence to none, ſo as to drive them 
farther from the Truth. He was 
of the mind of the Husband-man in 
the Parable, who would not pre- 
ſently have the fruitleſs Tree cut 
down, but would dig about it, and 
try one year longer; and when 
ſome were concerned that there 
might be a reformation of the Va- 
nities and Fooleries of Apparel and 
Furniture, c. creeping in 


what need there was to go through 
thoſe things, but with a Spirit of 
Meekneſs, and to keep out of heats 
and anger; and particularly advi- 
ſed, that in our Services to the 
Church, we ſhould carefully retain 
a peaceable Spirit. He ſaw there 
was need of a careful inſpection, 
but would not have it become an 


occaſion of ſtrife and debate, and 


feuds and animoſities : in which, 
| the Man's part has uſually the 
bs greateſt ſhare. Yet 


amongſt 
ſome looſe Profeſſors; he ſhewed 


— —ů— — - 
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times to lend an 
leſs? How could he bear their Bur- 
thens? ſtoop to their Infirmities, 

comfort the Mourners, and ſupport 
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Vet he was very zealous 


ainſt 


all Enormities, and was a ſevere 


Judge againſt all filthineſs of Fleſh 
and Spirit, and all undue and un- 
decent Liberties; Labouring, if 
poſſible, to reclaim ſuch as wan- 
dred thereinto, and if not, to te- 
ſtifie againſt them, that the pro- 


feſſion of the Truth, and of the 


Name of the Lord, might be cleared, 
and their Wickedneſs might lie on 
their own Heads. And he was in all 


caſes a very good Example himſelf 


in his Eating, and Drinking, Buy- 
ing, and Selling, Clothing, and 
Furniture, and generally in all his 

Undertakings; that his words and 
rebukes came with weight on the 
heads of Tranſgreſſors; the Lord 


clothing him with Authority for 
his Service. W 


Yet to the weak, he became 
weak: How „ he at all 
d to the Help- 


'['22 } 

the feeble · minded; in all things 
approving himſelf à Miniſter of 
Chriſt, in much patience labouring 
to relieve thoſe under Temptations, 
and was made of very good Service 
in the Lord's hand, who bleſſed his 
Labours; fo that many are living 
Witneſſes of the fervency of his 
Love, his tenderneſs of Spirit, his 
condeſcenſion to their weak Eſtate, 
and his being Inſtrumental to their 
Spiritual Help and Benefit. 


Mine Acquaintance with him, | 


was of above thirty years'ſtanding, 
zin which time, having had fre- 
quently the benefit of his Compa- 
ny, both at Home, and Abroad, 
ſometimes in Travels; I never ob- 
ſerved any carriage or deportment 
in him, but what was — £ 
becoming the Goſpel. And ſo far 
was he from Calumny and Re- 
proach, that I never remember him 

"to have ſpoken evil of any Man; 

but by — ner as well as Pre- 

cept, to provoke all that converſed 
with him to Love a 
an orks. 
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Works. He bore admirably and 
ſweetly the ſad Providences that 
— him, when it pleaſed the 
Lord to take away his tender Chil- 
dren; not only thoſe that died 
young, but thoſe alſo who were 

own up, and were very ſober and 
l He was well inſtructed in 
the Moral Precepts of bearing, and 
forbearing, and yet was tender and 
condeſcending to the infirmities of 
others, who were not ſo able to 


bear as himſelf. He had a well or- 
dered Family, which he  govern'd 


with diſcretion, bringing up his 
young ones in the fear of the Lord, 
though but one, and that a good 


Son, ſurvived him; who, it's ho- 


ped, will tread in his Father's ſteps. 
But amongſt the Golden Chain 
of Vertues wherewith the Lord had 
adorned him, his Humility, Low- 
lineſs, and Peaceable Temper werc 
very eminent; which made him 
Mine as a Star, and ſhewed forth 
that Heavenly Wiſdom wherewith 
he was greatly endued, being gen 
2. 
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tle, and eaſie to be intreated; and 
by a pure and good Converſation, 
did manifeſt his Knowiedge with 
meekneſs of Wiſdom, being a great 
Stranger to bitter envyings and 
ſtrife 1n the heart, the uſual effects 
of Pride and Ambition, never pro- 
moting Diſputes or Controverſies; 
but following thoſe things that 
made for Peace, both in the Church, 
and in the World; and hath now 
obtain'd the Bleſſing of the perfect 
and upright, whoſe End is peace. 
His Miniſtry was ſound and I. i- 
ving, tending more to the reaching 
of the heart, than the tickling of 
the ear; rarely medling with con- 
troverted and diſputable Points; 
but he generally Preached up that 
Grace of God which teaches Juſtice, 
Sobriety, and eſpecially Godlineſs, 
which all muſt agree is the way to 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Theſe 
things he was zealouſly concerned 
for, more than to advance Sects or 
Parties; and he Labeured much to 
1 . 

draw Peoples Minds from the Love 
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of 
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ok this World, and the things that 


— 


are in it, and the Friendſhips and 


Faſhions of it, and the more, as 


| ſeeing the influence thoſe things 
have on the minds of Profeſſors, as 


54 


well as Profane, whom he would 
have to come with minds abſtracted 


and withdrawn from the Earth, to 


love the Lord with all their hearts. 
And although his Service was 
that of the Heart, and he Labour'd 
not to deck, or to adorn his expreſ- 
ſion, yet it had a pecaliar accepta- 


tion with almoſt all forts of Hear- 


ers, being free from defe&, or con- 
fuſion, and void of all affected 
Tones and Sounds; not being pour- 
ed out fo haſtily, as to out-run 
Peoples attention; nor ſo flewly 
dropping, as to loſe one word, be- 
fore another came; but was well 
accompliſhed for that Service, as 
well in manner as matter of deli- 
very; ſo that many loved to hear 
him, who yet did not love to obey, 
nor to mortifie their Wills, and 
live in ſubjection to the Lord's 


Power, 3 He 


20 | 
He affected not Popularity, nor 
ſought to be much followed, but 
was very ready to give way to his 
Brethren, who might be concerned 
with them in the ſame Service; yea 


although their Gifts might not 


equalize his. He never Publiſhed . 
any of his Writings in Print, 
though he wrote ſundry Epiſtles to 
particular Meetings, and Perſons, 
which, might be of Service could 
they be Collected; in one of which, 
to bis Friends of Falmouth Meeting, 
as well as in ſome others, he Coun- 
ſelled them againſt violent hunting 
after, and heaping up the Riches of 
this World, and ſignified that there 
was Ambition in the bottom of it; 
the end Dang to obtain the glory 
of the World, and greatneſs and 
eſteem in the Earth; which put 
People back in the eye of the Lord, 
and in the accounts of Religion, 
where the humble come to be moſt 
exalted ; and this Caution is re- 
membred here, hoping it may be 
of Service to the Conſiderate, and 
_ Senzoully 


— rene— cn —— OY 


* 9 199% „ U 6 ee 


»” SS ww * SS ——_—_ — 


— [ 27 ] 
Seriouſly Concerned for that Inhe- 


12 


ritance which can never be taken 
— away. 


And as his Miniſtry was very in- 


. telligible, and attended with plain · 
neſs, and demonſtration, and pow- 
- er, to the piercing of many Hearts, 
and the tendring the Souls of thoſe 


that heard him; and to the binding 
up the broken-hearted, and comfor- 
ting the mourners ; ſo his Converſa- 
tion and Behaviour anſwered and 
came up toit, being full of Gravity 
and Solidity, never un- preaching in 
his Behaviour and Carriage, what he 


deliver'd as Doctrine; no unſa- 


voury Diſcourſe came from him, 


but what was of benefit to the 


Hearers; yet did he not make his 
Company tedions or Burthenſom, 
being no way raſh, or cenſorious 
in fadgmenr but Cheerful, and 


 Soctable, - within the Rules of So- 
briety ; far fromthe; Humour of 


thoſe who will not allow unto o- 
thers, thoſe, Liberties they take to 


_ themſelves} but are readier to cen- 
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fare Abroad, than at Home. He 
was ſure to keep the moſt watchful 
eye upon himſelf, and took due 
care not to give offence in any 
thing, that the Miniſtry might not 
be blamed. . 
I have given but ſhort touches 
concerning the Life and Labours of 
this Servant of God; but in fine, 
his Life was a Life of Diligence, 
and of Faithfulneſs, and of much 
Exerciſe, which he cheerfully un- 
derwent for the Truths ſake; and 
although to ſome who knew him 
not, I may ſtem to have enlarged 
in his Character, yet is not the one 
half ſaid, that might be ſaid, in 
relation to thoſe Excellencies where- 
with the Lord by his Spirit had 
endued him. But the Love of God 
ruled in his Heart, the Divine Ori- 
ginal and Well-ſpring of Vertues; 
and in that Love he Lived, La- 
boured, and paſſed the time of his 
Sojourning here; and the ſweet 
ſenſe thereof did greatly adorn his 
Languiſhing Bed, and laſt — 


Ro 
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le of time, and therein he had ſweet 
1 peace, under all his afflictions and 
e ſore Diſtemper. In which Love, 
y he finithed his Courſe, and conclu- 
t ded his days, and is fallen aſleep in 


- the Lord. 
8 is Body was Interred the 13th 
Ff day of the 5tþ Month, 1708. at 
e, the Burying- yard of our Friends of 
e, Ainver-Meeting; being attended 
h thither by a numerous Company 
wi of Friends, and Relations, and 
d Neighbours; who came not only 
n 
d 
e 
n 
e- 
d 
d 


out of Curioſity, but with a real 
reſpect to the Deceaſed, whoſe Bo- 
dy being laid in the Earth, we had 
a Meeting at our Meeting-Houſe in 
the ſaid Yard, in which, ſundry 
— Teſtimonies were born, in relation 
to that Light, and Life, and Ver- 


i tue, wherewith God had beautified 
" our Friend, whilſt he abode a- 
* mongſt us, and now ſhone forth as 
656 bright Lamps to adorn his Sepul- 
t chre; as alſo to the neceſſity of a 
18 Life of Holineſs and Obedience; 
s that we alſo may die the death of the 


f | B 3 Righteous, 


— 


TS 7 * 
Righteous, and that our latter end ®: 
may be like unto bis. 
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nm —— — 


This Relation we thought would 
be acceptable to Friends, amongſt 
whom he ſometimes Travelled in 
the Work of the Goſpel, and to all 
that knew him aright; and is as 
a Tribute due unto his Memory; 
from one who dearly Loved (and 
was well Beloved of ) him. 


A Sincere Friend to all who 
Travel $'on-ward, 10 


Falmouth, the 29th of the 
vt Month, 1708, 


Tho, G win, 
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The eee of the Quay 
 terly-meeting of the Count 
CA held at Fal- 
1 1 46 12th Day o 


the 8th Month, 170 
Concerning our 2 EHiend 


John Peters, deceaſed. 
TEE gh ſundry of our Friends 


and Brethren may have ta- 
ken upon them to give ſome Rela- 
tion touching our dear Friend, and 
Elder, and Brother John Ferers de- 
ceaſed, according to the particular 
Acquaintance they had with him; 
yet his Service having been general 
amongſt Friends, eſpecially in this 


Quarterly Meeting, to give forth 
the following Teſtimony concern- 
ing him. 


He was freely given up to ſerve 
God, wad his Truth; and being 
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County, does induce us at this our 
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greatly gifted for that Service, as 


an Elder, and a Miniſter, he was 


in both Caſes very diligent and in- 
duſtrious, and as a true Overſeer, 
and a Biſhop, according to Primi- 
tive Inſtitution: He fed the Flock 
of Chrift, taking the overſight there- 
of, not b 2 but willing- 
Iy, not for filthy Lucre, but of a 
ready mind; not ſeeking Honour 
or Glory to himſelf, asa Lord over 
God's Heritage, but ready to ſerve 


the leaſt and meaneſt in the Church, 


and a good Example to the Flock; 
who made it his chief Buſineſs in 
the firſt place, to bring Glory to 
God, then to 'make Peace upon 
Earth, and to increaſe good will 
amongſt Men. 


In theſe Labours he was exerci- | 


ſed as one of the Lord's Worthies; 
and being no way Opinionated of 
himſelf, was Eminent in the e- 
ſeem of the Faithful, and juſtly 
merited the right hand of Fellow- 
_ amongſt us, becauſe the Light 
an 


Lite ot Jeſus ſhone forth very 


brightly 


1331 


brightly in him. But he's return'd 
to his Everlaſting Reſt; and it's 
| our Prayer (who follow after him) 
that the Lord will yet cloath his 
Elders and Miniſters with the ſame 


ck Vertue, and Power, and Salvation, 
re- and that all his Saints may ſhout 
g- for Joy. 

fa 

ur Sign'd in Behalf of the ſaid Meet- 
rer ing, ', | 

ve N | | | 

ch, Fobn Scantlebury, Edward Bealing, 

k . Thomas Fames, William Trethouan, 
** Fobn Sandencock, Samuel Hopwood, 
in Fobn Crocker, Philip Debell. 

to Wiliam Bealing,  \ 


De 
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The Teſtimony of divers 


Friends belonging to Min- 
ver- Meeting, | given forth 
the 27th of the 8th Month, 
1 1708. Concerning their 


1 dear Friend John Peters, 


. deceaſed. 
A Lthough we do believe that 
| "A ſundry Teſtimonies of this 
kind will be Publiſhed, ſetting 
forth the faithful Acts of this our 
dear Friend and Brother Fohn Pe- 
ters deceaſed, (for which Reaſon 
we think proper not to be large) 
as alſo tho we are ſenſible that our 
& Tongues and Pens are not able to 
ſet forth the excellency of that Spi- 
p rit that ruled in him; yet we of 
the ſame Meeting to which he did 
WH belong, being at this time deeply 
| affeGed with our great loſs of him, 
. find our ſelves concern'd to goon 


4 
| 
| 
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| M 
r 
— i 


1 
1 


1 


our remembrance; 


351 


this ſhort Teſtimony, as follows 


eth. 


He was a Man endued with a 
meek and quiet Spirit, filled with 
that Wiſdom which 1s from above, 
pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſie to be 
intreated; by which he was made 2 
free Miniſter of the Goſpel, and 
rightly qualified to ſpeak a word 
in ſeaſon, both to the weak and 
weary, and to the Mourners in 
Sion. To the Young among us, he 
was as a tender Nurſing-Father. 
The many comfortable Seaſons that 
we enjoyed with him, are freſh in 
wherein we 
could ſay with that Kingly Pro- 
phet David: How good and how 
pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell 
together in Unity? and we deſire 
that the living Senſe thereof may 
not paſs from us, but that it may 
engage us to follow the foot-ſteps 
of this gur dear Friend that is gone 
before us; whoſe delight was, ta 
fee Brethren dwell together in unity. 
But if che contrary did appear in 

Wha any, 
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any, it was his great grief, and he 
did Labour in the Spirit of Meek- 
neſs and Condeſcenſion, to reclaim 
ſuch as were diſorderly (not in a 
haſty forward Zeal) but ſaying, if 
ever we overcome Evil, it muſt be 
with good. He was very tender of 
the leaſt appearance of good in any; 
for he was ready to favour the ve- 
ry duſtof Sion, and to lend a help- 
ing hand to the weak. His words 
were few and ſavoury : tho' ſeve- 
ral of us have been more than 20 
years acquainted with him, yet 
cannot remember an unſavoury 
word to come from him. The 
time of his Sickneſs he bore with 
eat Patience, and tho' he deſired 
th rather than Life, yet was 
contented to wait the Lord's time ; 
and ſaid to ſome of us that went 
to viſit him, He was not afraid to 
die, the fling of death was taken a- 
way, for which be praiſed the Lord. 
me of his Relations were deſirous 

e ſhould. try another Doan to 
which he anſwer d; Be quits, be 
> a> flilt, 


_ * 


A < 
1 
Kt 
+ N 
5 
N 


8 
ill, if the Lord ſee meet to leng- 
then my days, he can ſoon heal my 
malady Fab I am content : 


farther adding, It's no ſmall comfort 


to me, that I did not hearken to the 
perſuaſicns of ſome who would have 
me go from one Doctor to another ; 
my confidence is on him, who is the 
alone Phyſician of value. 

May it pleaſe the All-wiſe Diſ⸗ 
poſer of all things (who by his Di- 
vine Providence hath ſeen meet to 
remove him from us, into that ever- 
laſting Reſt prepared for him) to 
raiſe up more ſuch Moſes's like El- 
ders amongſt us, and that we that 
are left behind, may ſo live in this 
World, as we had him for an Ex- 
2 that when days to us here 
Mall be no more, we may alſo go to 
our Graves in Peace, is the earneſt 
deſire of our Souls. 


Sign'd in Behalf of our Meeting 
5 of Minver, 
vo 


Degory Hockin, 
FJyobn Scantlebury, Jun. 
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Margery Peters 7 eflimony, 


in Memorial of her dear 


Husband deceaſed. 


Have this Teſtimony in my 


Heart, for my dear deceaſed 
Husband: He was a Man of Inte- 
grity towards God and Man, ſeek- 
ing nothing more than the honour 
of the great God, and Peace amongſt 
his Neighbours, for which he of- 
ten Travelled, the Lord concerning 
him to viſit his Churches and Peo- 
ple; which in much readineſs, thro? 
many hard Journeys, he carefully 

rformed; ſaying, nothing was 
rd to him, when the Lord made 
him willing. And when he was 
returned to his outward Habitation, 
was much concern'd amongſt his 


Neighbours, in compoſing differ- 
ences, he loving Peace, having 
good will towards Men; and was 
choſen as a Referree in many Caſes, 


2 
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in which he gave great Content; 
for the Lord had indued him with 
a Spirit of great condeſcenſion to 
hear both Parties, and Judge im- 
partially. And as to his Service 
in the Goſpel, God gave him that 
Underſtanding to divide his Word 
aright; ſo as it was many times as 
Milk to Babes, and ſtrong Meat to 
them of Riper Age. He was a very 
tender and affectionate Husband to 
me, and would ſay, V hat was dear- 
ly bought, was highly priaed; for it 
was ſeveral years after his affection 
was made known to me, before our 
Marriage was accompliſhed, our 
Parents on both ſides, being at firſt 
averſe to it: In which time, we 
waited in ſubmiſſion, ſtill deſiring, 38 
if the Lord had not a hand in it, Wl 
it might never be brought to paſs; 
ſuch was, his Reſignation to the 
will of God, and would adviſe me 
by Writing (for that was our way 
0 


Converſation, not being per- i 
mitted Perſonal Conference) to fall 


down at God's Foot-ſtool, ſaying, 
3 Thy 
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will be done. We were both of 
us then of the Communion of the 
Church of England, and were Mar- 
ried after that manner, our Parents. 
on both ſides giving then their free 
Conſent, to our mutual Joy and 
Satisfaction. But that which was 
a ſuper- added Mercy, not long af- 
ter, the Lord was pleaſed to brin 

us to the Knowledge of his Bleſſed 
Truth, fo as my dear Husband had 
his Prayers anſwered, which he 
made to the Lord, before I became 
his Wife. It fo pleaſed the Lord, 
that we were both reached by his 
Eternal Power in one day, I not 
being at the Meeting he was, nei- 
ther had my Husband faid any 
thing to me of what he had heard, 
or felt of God's Love to: his Soul. 
But before the Evening of that Day, 
T was touched with great tender- 
neſs on my Spirit, inſomuch, that I 
ſought a Place where I might pro- 
ſtrate my Soul before the Lord; and 


oh! his penetrating eye behel&my 


mournful Tears, and anſwered my 
i tender 
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tender Cry, which was for a Sa- 
viour for my Soul. As for my 
dear Husband, his Exerciſe was a- 
like with mine; he being at a 
Meeting of the Lord's People, with 
intent to take account what might 
be ſpoken; was, as he often ſaid, 
in a little time, drawn into a great 
ſtillneſs of mind. Inſomuch that 
when the Servant of God Fames 
Adamſem, to whom he had com- 
mitted his Word, to declare in that 
Aſſembly, had ſpoken but few i 
words, he was ſo ſeized with that if 
Divine Power, there was no room 
to exerciſe his Pen and Ink ; he 
could ſenſibly read legible Cha- 
* racers in his own heart, to which 
> he always had recourſe, for Coun- 
* fel and Conduct, thro' the whole 
courſe of his Life, and through that 
ability given him of the Father of Mi 
Lights (from whom every good | 
and gerfect gift comes) he was 
madę Serviceable to many, but 
much more to me, his tender Wife; Ui 
whoſe Travel hath been deep, and 
+. Spirit 
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Spirit often dejected; but he being 
indued with an excellent Spirit of 
Wiſdom, Faith, and a ſound Mind, 
could ſpeak a word in Seaſon, both 
to the Weak and Mourners in Sion, 
to truſt in the Lord, in whom was 
everlaſting ſtrength. And ſurely 
his words were right ones, for they 
earried force with them, being fitly 
ſpoken, and were as Apples of God 
in Pidtures of Silver, and as Nails 
faſten'd, he being inſtructed by the 
Maſter of our Aſſemblies, the Mi- 
niſter of the true Tabernacle which 
God hath pitched, and not Man, 
even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Rock 
and ſure foundation, on which his 
Building was. And it ſtood ſure, 
and was not in the leaſt ſhaken, 
but was indued with that excellent 
Faith, that Chriſt was, and 18 the 
Author of; and his Hope gave him 
an entrance within the Veil where- 

in our fore-runner is entred, even 
Jeſus, made an High - Prieſt for 

ever; by whom, and through hom 
he had acceſs te the Father, il 
= fu 
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fall aſſurance of Eternal Salvation; 
which made him often ſay to me 
his Exerciſed Wife; Mourn not for 
me when I am gone, Ian waiting 


for my Change, deſiring to be diſol- 


ved: Death is not fearful, the ſting 
is taken away. His Viſitation, as 
to his Diſtemper, was migh Six 
Months, in which time, he was 
kept in great Patience, not in the 
leaſt Repining ; but would oftem 
ſay, If the- Lord bath any further 
Work or Service for me to do, he 
can heal ne; if not, I have done 
with this world. And much whol- 
ſom Advice would give to them 
that Viſited him: He was drawn 
forth in Prayer, and tender Coun- 
ſel dropped from him. When ſome 
Friends fat by him, his Cap would 
overflow, and he would empty it 
amongſt us often, crying to the 
Lord for a B/effing on his Son, whom 
God had left him of ten Children; 
and ld often ſay to me, I deſi 
red Me ever God gave me à Child, 
bey might» rather be taken off — it 


* 
74 


„„ „% — — ar — 


ſigned up his Soul in much Peace, 
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the Innocency of their days, than live 


to diſhonour him. But the parting 
with my dear Offspring would for- 
row fully affect me; but I conſi- 
dered, it was the mercy of God, 
in leaving my dear Husband to me, 
who was more to me than ten 
Sons, in Counſel, Caution, and Ad- 
vice. But ſince it hath ſo pleaſed 
his God, and mine, to remove ſo 
near and dear a Companion from 
me, my Cry and Prayer is, I may 
Prepare to follow him ; and may 
Conclude as he did, who was kept 
in reſignation of Soul, and full aſ- 
ſurance of Eternal Life; the ſenſe 
wereof made him to rejoyce. When 
Death was nigh, he was glad of it, 
and very ſenſible of its Approach, 
and could welcome it, for God had 
given him Victory over Death, 
Hell, and the Grave, through the 


Interceſſion, Mediation, and Spirit 
of his Son the Lord jeſus Chriſt; 


who was his Foundation, and Hope 
of Glory, to whom de ely re- 


and 
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and I have a Seal of it; yea, 
at that very juncture his Spirit left 
him, my Soul was filled with God's 
Power, and I was made to cry, Let 
me be aWidow indeed, whoſe truſt 1 
in the Lord, bleſſed be his pure and © 
holy Name, bis hand ſupports, ſu- 
tains, and bears me up, and I can 
ſay, he gives, and takes away, bleſ- 
ſed be his Name. So let that Name 
be my Dwellng-place withall the 
Lord's Children ; then ſhall we live 
here in his fear, and die in his fa- 
vour, as my dear Husband did, who 
departed this Life the 11th Day of 
the 7th Month, 1708. and is en- 
tred into that Reſt that's Glorious, 
and lives to Sing Praiſes to Sion's 
King, and to the Lamb for ever. 
This I firmly Believe, who am his 
Mournful Widow, 


of my Aboad, this 3d of the 


Treglines in Minver, the the 
gth Month, 1708. 


Margery Peters. 
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William and Hannah Pe- 


ters 12 Concern- 
ing their Honoured and 


Tender Father, John Pe- 
ters, deceaſed. 


E was to us an Affectionate 
and Tender Father, often ad- 


18 publick, for us, and others, to 
fear the Lord, and be true to what 
he was pleaſed to make manifeſt 
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mind, through (ſometimes) much 
difficulty, being ſtormy, wet and 
cold weather, before Day, and at- 
ter Night. Our dear Father was one 
that was alwayswilling to ſpend, and 
be ſpent for the honour of God, and 
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viſing in private, as well as often 


was his mind and will. He was 
one that Travelled many long and 
tedious. Journies to ſerve the Lord 
and his People; which he did, with 
much cheerfulneſs and readineſs of 
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the good of Mankind, as well in- 
wardly, as pretty often outward- 


ly; being choſen by many, as a 


Guardian over them they left be- 
buy. which he faithfully diſchar- 
ged, 


and finiſned the ſame, not 


many Months before his Departure; 


which he would ſay, he counted a 


great favour from the Lord ; who 
had ſo order'd his Concerns in this 
World, that he had little or no- 


thing to do but die, and be with 


him; which he had a full aſſurance 
of, and would often declare the 
ſame to his dear Relations, Friends 


and Neighbours, who were not a 


few that Viſited him, in the time 


of his Illneſs and ſore affliction, 

which he bore with wonderful Pa- 
tience near ſix Months, often ble 
ling and praiſing the Lord in the 


midſt of his great Exerciſe, being 
drawn forth in Prayer, by the 
Power of the Living God, for a 
Bleſſing on us his tender Offspring; 
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and adviſing thoſe that Viſited him, 
to be true toGod, and obey 1 
9 ; what 
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what they knew was his mind and 


will; ſaying, It was not the Name 
a Duaker, or any other, that 


would ſtand in ſtead in the Day 


of Account. Therefore would ear- 
neſtly beg of them with tears, when 
very weak, and as much as he 
could ſpeak, as well as at many 
other times, to be obedient; ſaying, 
* How miſerable had it been with 


him, if he had not been ſo ; which 


© now on the contrary (ſaid he) I 


am truly Happy; being fully aſ- 
ſured of a reſting place with the 


Lord; unto which place, I deſire 
© you may all come. Many more 
ood and comfortable Sayings we 
d from him, which our Pen is 
too ſhort, and our Tongues not 


able to declare. What ſhall we ſay, 


our Loſs is very great, in particu- 
lar, as is and will be to the Church 


in general. The Lord raiſe up 


more ſuch Pillars to ſupport the 
ſame; he being (we thing/we may 
ſay) one that was tralyvery Ser- 


viceable and Subſtantigl in that 


| Houſe ; 
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[49] 


Houſe; and now doubt not, but is 
reaping the Fruits thereof; being 
| entred into Everlafting Reſt, Peace, 
and Eternal Glory, with the Father, 
and the reſt of his faithful Bre- 
* thren. Nini : thr . 
” _Hedeparted this Life the 11th of 
the 7th Month, 1708. about Four 
in the Afternoon, being the Sixty 
Third. Vear of his Age, with a Plea? 
ſant Countenance, without Sigh or 
Groan, but very quiet. This be- 
ing a few Lines we are willi 
mould be put in among the re 
that may be Concerned, to give 
their Teſtimony concerning our 
dear deceaſed Father; who are his 
= Sorrowful Children, 


4 VPilliam 
ba TY . and Peters. 
4 Hannah 


C Note, 
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500 
Vote, Our Little Son John 


Frrer (Aged about 5 Years and 
2 2.) Remembers that his Grandfa- 


ther ſaid, when many Friends were 


about him: He was greatly com- 


_ *forted with their Company, not- 4 
* withſtanding his Outward Man 


© grew Weaker, and Weaker, his 


* Inward Man grew Stronger, and 
Stronger; — born u pre- 
ame Lord that was 


<ſerved by the 


© with Daniel in the Den, and with '* 
the three Children, Shadrach, Me- 
Hach and Abed-nego, in the Fiery i 
© Furnace. | | h 4 


; | nn T. — _ SE * 2 - 
4,0 -, Fr een bed feb bond at ae 


* 4 10 23187 


[7 Selbe * way £7 Te 12 
mon) e my 
Fat er __ 
La, Joh Peters ry 


keing it hath pl leaſed the 1415 
remove my ge and N 
Father; I find ſomething to 05 in 
þ * my heart to ſay of him, 325 2 
= near raden and a wort 
Fr 35 in the Church of G 1 
= Service was great, being 4 
7 * a willi f ready mind to 
the Lord and his People: And che 
Lord was pleaſed to 3 him a 
worthy gen in his hand, for 
4 the Benefit of many, who can 
| Ha largely of the fame, and ſet 
too their I: he was 2 worthy In- 
ment for their Converſion ;” and 
nd to this Day faithful to bleſs 
e Lord, that. ever they knew him, 
N 22 be this mouth open to de- 
f * 0 


. 
Yi 
, 
4 


s 
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| p 
he did largely and fi eely, in many 


parts of this Nation, where he found 
the Lordto drawhim, although not 
in the very beginning of the day, but 
o early, 'as to bear a pa 5 Su fer- 
ing with the People of God by Im- 


priſonment, many Revilings,! and 


Mockings, © which he patiently 
bore, and ſuffered willingly the 
Fpoiling of his Goods, as 4 Leſtt 
mony againſt all Oppoſers, that 
"ex t ruining of him, and 
many more. And I have heard 
Him ſay, when he hath been before 
his Adverſaries, who would threat- 
en him with Confinement, and ut- 
ter Ruine here, I hath riſen in bis 
heart he ſhould. ce Liber toben he 
might be in Bonds. Which the 
Lord gave him a fig] of long be- 
fore 115 death; w 19 ave 7 5 
cauſe to ſay, Thoſe that bs ue 7 

wp againſt him, bave falls þ CH 
bim, and come to noth 
never fa him 815 
rather troubled} oe a 2 
great Love and R B to _ 


3H a 


p 4 * 
* 
8 "= 
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Ld 53 44 
: his Meme Wi | to 
1 5 20 had ble hint. "s, | 
Being 4 Man of a ready nd, Ja 
Fa Ss the good he could in his 
ſo. that he fpared not his Bo- 
1 . Subftance, t to ferve 
oy Friends, and his Neigh- 
bouts.” And the Lord Having en- 
dowed” N ood under- 
ſtanding, by which he labour'd 
much to preſerve Love and Unity 
amon rethren. For he would 
often Ry, if any difference hapned, 
Take care 2 ing C 1 25 Tet 
that abound'\amoneſt is. It was his 
great Joy to fee Truth lp and 
Brethreſi to dwell together in unity 
for Which, he laboured much, the 
ſpared ut to ſpeak a word in ſea- 
on, nich! Was to ſome, as precious 
— red forth, much re- 
Spirits, and incoura- 
gp t oy to keep on in the way of 
that they might not miſs the 
Reward of Eternal Life; which he 
Labourt@tach to keep Friends in 
the tenen of, that ſo they 
C 3 might 


* * N 
5 
* 


4 
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might gs +: at laſt. _ This 1 


ſpeatt, havi g had a Frequent Con- 


vet ſation with him, both Abroad, 
and at Home, in the Service of Truth, 
fince I came to be ſo near Rela- 
ted as a Son-in-Law, by Marryin 
dis only Daughter ; whom the 45 


faw good to remove from me, in a 


few years, to all our great ſorrgw 
So that in many States I have =o 
acquainted with him, when Trials 
have come outwardly, as the loſs 
beet n ſeveral 

Children, w were grown 
up, likely in the World to ftaud 
for Truth after he might be remo- 


Ings or TH „ An 
State ene to 
Lord's will in all things without 


complaining, or a diſſatisſied Coun- 


nder. the 
every 


tenance. Surely he waz of a com- 


Pleat Temper, ſlow to, Anger, rea- 
dy. to paſs by Faults ina, and 
to. love the very worſt a Bis Ene- 
„mies. 

iz 


4 4 * 
3 
os 
= 
* 


ved. At ſuch. trying Tines, he 
ſeemed to be a Man o 7 Reſig- 


ed to be reſigned to the 


vat 


mies. Free in viſiting the Sick, 
helping the Poor, as well them 
which were not Friends and Rela- 
tions, as they which are. What 
ſhall I fay of him, he was ſurely a 
good Pattern for us that knew him 
to walk by, for he was a Man of a 
meek and quiet Spirit, which gain- 
ed.a Love in the hearts of moſt 
that knew him, of all Perſuaſions; 
ſo that I never heard a mouth open 
to ſpeak hardly of him, altho' he 
hath been variouſly concerned in 
the World, and amongſt Men of 
different Perſuaſions. More of this 
may be written by another Hand in 
what follows; I with it may have 
a good effect on the hearts of thoſe 
that may Read the ſame ; which 
is the steal Deſign of Publiſhing 
this; that we all may walk as we 
have good Men for Examples, as this 
my honoured Father was; who, 
altho' he is dead, he lives in the 
hearts of ſome, not eaſily to be for- 
gotten. For I have cauſe to 
believe he hath fought the good 
C 4 Zoht 


188 - 
42 . EY 
* 4 
2 
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fight of Faith, and finiſhed his courſe 
in peace with the Lord, and is at 
Reſt with tlie faithful, that lives for 
evermore. For I heard him fa 
before his Departure, being ſenſible 
it drew nigh, He had peace with the - | 
| Lord, and would not return into the | 
| World again, if be could poſſeſs the 
| whole ; for it was as nothing, in com- 
pariſon of that great Peace he was 
2 of. And at another time he 
ſaid, He bad diſcharged bimſelf 
faithfully to God and man, to the beſt 
of his anderflanding ; and neither 
evittingly or willingly done any thing 
that was unjuſt. For his Care was 
to keep his Conſcience cleag*in all 


things, which was his grgat peace. 
My now Wife having — — 


a great part of his Hlnefs;-made 
what haſt ſhe could to ſee him, which 
The obtained, a few days before his 
Departure. He faid, I am glad to . 
fee tbee, and expreſſed his. great | 
peace with the Lord; BI her 
and me, with our Childreagfayineg, 
We might live many years in ibe 
4 N World . 
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World, be 1 * God, and (gel 
| 70 Him in a things, ſaying. (as e 
as we coul unden HER He bad 
much 5 9 2 * 
ter it r ow, "yr, 2 
Klee . „ vnd He had © dire 
to be difolved, r daß be _ 
to the enjoy ment; of What he ha 
long labour for, to be at reſt 5 
the 7 But conſidering the loſs 

re were like te ſuſtain, H parting* 
ther as he 
eber was to us, ſo true a Friend,” 
and faithful Elder, we cduld not 
but drop tears of Sorrow, altho . 
are ſatisſied it was his everlaſtinę 
Gain. Nac there is not doubt at All 7 
but the ds at reſt; with the juſt » 
nen nn gerſed, toho die in the 
Lord u beir works follow them.» + 

| Thus: died my N oo in ther: : 

: ct fe We 93 of h 15 reads and” 
| Grave: 'wherefeveral Teſti: * 
. r | 
and thed Inge thefatafatfion of an, 8 f 


50 ee wy (nels mie. 
We. * N c ; Fol Croke. 


b 
«at 


A T FRO Concern 
Faithful 1 an 
niſter of Cbri 
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en, John _—_ 


| 15 the che of 
i e 

And where the Lot af fuch. 
been caſt, the advantage 
redounded to the Breton amongſt 
— x have reſided, has been 
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*H E Benefits which the Church | 
of God hath and fill doth en- 


50y, by and through the powerful | 
eſfectual Miniſtry | 
bath called to that Honourable 
Work, in this 1 latter Age and Diſ- 
penſation of the Goſpel 170 ch Chil- 
—— of 2 7 


of ſuch whom he 


— Cam 
ta- 
logs of tha Gilmour viour has 
_ to — 

cenſion, * 
the vhs. 
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| [59] 
unvaluable. On the contrary, when 
the Lord hath been pleaſed to viſit 
ſuch, and to remove them from us, 
by taking them unto himſelf ; how 
hard hath it been to part with 
| ſuch uſeful Members (though we 
dare not ſay to the Lord, what 
doeſt thou) as knowing that our 
Loſs is their Eternal Gain; It's the 
Lord, let him do what ſcemeth good 
in his fight, OY 
Amongęſt the truly gifted, and 
rightly called to the work of the 
Miniſtry in this Weſtern part of the 
Nation, that hath been taken from 
amongſt us, ſince God in his mercy 
made known his way of Truth un- 
to me, and called me by wn 
to the publick profeſlion of the 
ſame; none (that I remember) hath 
ſo nearly affected the Church in 
general (in this County) as the de- 
par ture of that Eminent Servant of 
the Lord, and Miniſter of Chriſt 
Jeſus, dear John Peters, for whom 
Tam to bear the following Teſti- 
mony. FEE N. nn 
e The 


4» — —_ 


— 1 
The Saints ſorrowed for tlie loſs 
of Paul, chiefly for thoſe words, 

( That. they ſhould ſee his face no 

more ) and it has not a little bowed 

my Spirit to think of-parting with | 
ſuch a choſen uſeful Veſſel in the | 
Lord's hand, and how Serviceable 

he wasan the Church in this:Coun- 
| ty, is well known to moſt Friends 
| now liegen Nor was he con- 
\ fined to this County only, but 
ſundry other Counties he frequently | 
viſited, in which, his Labours 
were acceptable, ſucceſsfull and 
conſtant; ſpending moſt of his 
time in the Service of Truth, and 
Friends, it being his meat and 
drink to do the wilb of his Lord 
and Maſter that had called bim; 
always, living in the practice of 
what he perſuaded others, to, in 
which he was Exemplary. Not in 
Word and A rine only, but in 
Life and, Converſation alſo ;' by 
which, he obtained a good Report 
from Friends, and others; it being 
ane of the Characters by WH ch a, 
K SGoſpel 
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* Goſpel Miniſter is denominated ; 
and was no more than what he 
juſtly merited from his greateſt © | 
| Adverſaries. Arr oo 
Nor was he forgetful to entertain 
- Strangers, but as his heart, ſo was 

his doors always open to receive 
ſuch as wanted his aſſiſtance. Nei- 
ther did the Stranger Lodge in the 
Street, for want of a free reception: 
His Charity was univerſal, but 
more eſpecially to the houſhold f 
Flaith. And as the Lord had bleſs d 
him with a competency of the | 


things of this Life, he as freely di- 
ſtributed to the neceſſities of the 
Indigent, with all cheerfulneſa, 
well knowing the mind of his Lord 
and Maſter, who loves a'cheerful gi- 
uery and therefore would not ſay, 
bie you. warmed, and clothed, with- || 
out adminiſtring wherewith to do 
it. Which was always attended 
with ſuch wholſom Councel and. 
Advice, given in that love and 
tenderneſs, as imprinted a grati- 
tude on the minds, and Perperuar. 
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ted his remembrance on the hearts 
of ſuch, to whom he had been ma- 
ny ways as a Father. Thus was 
he co t in affirming good works, 
knowing that thoſe things are good 
and acceptable. Nor would he paſs 
by or overlook the meaneſt Friend 
that kept his Station in the Truth; 
but at proper ſeaſons giving them 
Perſonal Viſits, lending his hand 
of help to ſuch as needed it; which 
being performed in true Love, ſel- 

dom miſled of the deſired effect. 
But above all things, how care- 


ful was he to keep up good Diſci- 


pline in the Church, as much as 
poſſible, to preſerve unity among 
Brethren, in the bond of -Peace : 
His Counſel and Advice was of 
weight and Authority, being well 


beloved, and much refpe&ed oy 


Friends as an Elder, Ruling well, 
ſo was worthy of double Honour, 
which he no way deſired; but 
ſought the things that were of God, 


and not his own. - His Meekneſs 
and Humility may not be forgot- 
a ten, 


: 


— — 
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[63] 
ten, for he uſed all perſuaſive means, 
without Lording it over the Heri- 
tage of God, but in all Iowlineſs 
and Brotherly affection, would woe 
and intreat to be reconciled to God 
through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, that 
ſo they might receive remiſhon of 
Sins, and an Inheritance amongft 
his Sanctified ones. But O] how 
tender was he over the Seed and 
Birth of Life, where he ſaw the 
leaſt Bloomings of it in any, how 
would he cheriſh and ftrengthen 
it, by his tender Councels, Father- 
ly Admonitions, and Holy Inftru- 
cons to bring it to maturity; that- 
ſo, if poſſible, nothing might be 
loſt, but that the feeble knees might 
be confirmed, and (thoſe hands 
1 that were ready to hang 


dawn 3 leading gently ſuch as were 
1 . — EX onward the 


—— — — 'W x — — 
ay oppreſt, how careful was he to 
— — to the ; utmoſt 1 of ? 
his Ability. Nor was he forgetful 
of ſuch as ſuffered for the _ 3 
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God, and his Truth; but as one 
with them, became ſharer in their 
afflictions, as bound with ſuch as 
were in Bonds. Hz bas 
And ſuch was the Conſtancy of 
his Love to me in particular, that 
from the firſt time I knew him, 
Which was ſoon after the Lord be- 
gan to work upon my Spirit, in 
whoſe hand he was made a bleſſed; 
Inſtrument towards my Convince- 
ment and Settlement in the bleſſed 
Truth, that he had always a Fa- 
therly concern for my preſervation, 
and to that end; ſince the time of 
my Confinement in this Place, I 
had frequent loving viſits from 
him, and ſundry good Meetings 
with him amongſt the -Prifoners, 
whilſt che Lord affored him ſtrength, 
as well as divers comfortable Let. 
ters; to my great ſatisfaction, and 
conſolation; which he Well knew 
(and I aver) were alw-]]1 w s moſt 
grateful and acceptable o me; ha 


ving ſuch a ſavour of Life in them, 
as. Was truly refreſhing and edi- 
0 fring. 
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[65]. | 
fying. The laſt Opportunity I had 
with him, was ſome time after his 
Diſtemper had been upon him, 75 
which he had for ſome time in ef- 
fect been confined; which ſeeming 
to abate, he could not forget his 
uſual Labour of Love; but was 
willing to work in his Maſter's 
Vineyard whilſt his day laſted. 
And having a concern to viſit 
Friends at their Quarterly Meet - 
ing, he, in company with his dear 
Wife, and divers other Friends, 
gave me and my Fellow-Priſoner a 
Viſit, which proved the laſt; the 
which, with many other ſuch ones, 


will not be ſoon forgotten by me. 


He Prayed with us with much 2 
and fervency; in which he very 
livingly — 0 uſe of them words pf 
the Prophet Tfarab; In all their 755 
flictions he war afjlifted, and the AN. 
gel of bis preſence accompanied them, 
aving a ſenſe upon his Spirit that 


the Lord would bring his People 


through, and deliver them out of 
all their afflictions in his on time 
r an 


2 


with him, and how much he was 


9 


and in much Love and tenderneſs 
we parted, as thoſe taking their 
laſt farewell of each other, after we 
had been well refreſhed together in 
the Lord. 

Soon after, his Diſtemper increa - 
ſing, by which he was more ſtrait- 
ly confined; during which time, 
many were the wholſom Expreth- 
ons, and Chriſtan Admonitions 
that dropt from him, to many 
Friends that viſited him; exhort- 
ing all to keep Low in Truth; of- 
ten declaring how well it would be 


reſigned to the will of the Lord, and 
what great cauſe he had to bleſs 
bis holy Name for his goodneſs ex- 
tended to him, in making known 
his mind and will to him, and call - 


ing him by his Grace to bear Teſti- 

mony to his Truth, (which he faith - 

fully did, when in Priſon, as well 

as when at Liberty.) But by reaſon 

of my cloſe Confinement, I could 

not Pay him thoſe Perſonal Viſits I 
t, 


mig 


had I been at Liberty; and 
> 20 had 
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had this Relation, with much more, 
from the mouths of ſundry Friends 
that viſited him. A more particular 
Account I hope may be given by 
ſome other careful Hand, in order 
to preſerve his precious memory to 
ſucceeding Ages. And as he lived 
ſo he died, a Pattern of Holineſs, and 
an Example to us that ſurvive him; 
his laſt breathings being Hymns 
and Praiſes to God. Thus he was 
ſweet in his Life, and in his Death 
not divided. In this ſtate he li ved, 
and in this holy frame he laid down 
his mortal Tabernacle; and is 
doubtleſs entred into that Reſt, pre · 
pared for the People of God. a 
May ĩt pleaſe the Almighty Lord 
to ſtir upon the Spirits of others, 
and to fill up the Places of ſuch, 
whom he hath been pleaſed in merey 
to take to himſelf; is what is de- 
fired; and prayed for, by a Lover 
of the Truth, as it is in ſeſus, and 
a Sufferer or the ſame. 
The Sheriffs Ward in Bodmin, | 
the i8th Day of the gth | 
Month, 470%, eb. Hichins jan. 
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Tobitha Fox's Teflimon ; 
- oe 


Concerning ber dea 
ceaſed Friend, and Unkle 

(by Marriage) John Pe- 

ters. a 


Recious to the Lord are the 
death of his Saints, who in 
their Life time were given up to 
do his Will, and anſwer his Re- 
 quirings, and their Labour of Love 
is worthy to be commended to fu- 
ture Generations, who by their 


| faithfulneſs obtained a good Re- 


ort; among whom, this my dear 
nkle was one. He was endowed 
with a good Underſtanding in Di- 
vine things, an Able Miniſter of 


- Chriſt Jeſus, well qualified for the 


Work to which he was called. I, 
with many more, have ben greatly 
comforted. under his Teſtimony; 
he was a Succourer of the Weak, 

a , * 1 Whoſe 
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whoſe hearts were honeſtly incli- 
ned, his natural Temper very con- 
deſcending and bearing; he Sut- 
fered faithfully in his day and time 
for the Name of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. About three Months be- 
fore his Death, he gave me and my 
fellow Priſoner a Viſit, which Was 
very comfortable to us; at which 
time he was concerned in Prayer 
with us, and was very freſh and 
eng, his Diſtemper being then 
upon him, whereof he died. 

The time he lived, under affli- 
Qion of Body, was in much Pati- 
ence and WW * of Spirit, be- 
ing in full aſſurance of Peace, de- 
ſirous to be diffolved ; and I que - 
ſtion not but his Reſt 1s glorious. 
It's moſt certain our Loſs in the 
Church is great here away; but 
being ſenſible the Lord is all- ſuffi- 
cient to make it up unto his Peo- 
ple; it's in my heart to ſay, let 
all the faithful Pray unto the 
Lord of the Harveſt, that it would 
pleaſe him to raiſe up more ſuch 


faithful - _| 


=. x , a" 
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L 70 J 
faithful Labourers, and qualifie 
them to Labour in 'the Vineyard, 
for the Harveſt is great, tho' the 
faithfol well- ified Labourer 
but few. 


From the Sheriffs Ward-in 
Bodmin, the 18th of the 
9th Month, 1708, 


| TT Tohitha Fox. 
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A Copy of a Letter fit ts 
lob Weal Prieſt, and bis 


Hearers. 


: 1. 

N Obedience to the Everlaſting 
God of Heaven and Earth, am 
I moved to write to thee, and the 
Hearers, theſe Lines; and in dear 
and tender Love to your Immortal 
Souls, do I warn you all to turn 
to the Lord by true Repentance 
which is, to forſake Sin, and cleave 
unto the Lord, and love him with 
all 1 — Heart, Soul, and Strength, 
and your Neighbours as your ſelves; 
and to be truly obedient to the 
witneſs of God in your Conſcien- 
ces; which is that Grace of God 

which brings Salvation, as heark- 
ned to, believed in, and obeyed; 
and it is that grace of God which 
hath appeared unto all Men, and 
doth teach all that hearken to it, 
to deny ungodlineſt and worldly loft, 
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and to live righteouſly, ſoberly and 


godiy in this preſent world, Tit. 2. 


11, 12. And *tis that Spirit of 
Truth, which leadeth into all 
Truth, if obeyed. Though I ſay 
*tis poſſible for Men and Women to 
reject it, and turn from it. Yet I 
ſay; this is that which reproves in 
ſecret, when no mortal Eye beholds, 
neither can any thing be hid from 


it, for tis that of God which 


ſearcheth the Heart, and tries the 
Reins, and telleth Man his Thoughts, 
and is the ſame which Mo/es bear 
Teſtimony of, in the zoth of Dey- 
teronomy, faying, It is not in Hea- 
ven that" thow ſhouldeſt ſay, who 


Hall fetch it down from thence, nei- 


ther beyond be Sa, | but it is nigh, 
even in the heart and ty the mouth, 
that thou mayeſt hear it, and do it. 
And this is the Anointing which 


Sod bare Teſtimony of, ſaying; 


1 Joh. 2. 27. Ie ug nut that an 

but as that ſame 4 
noi nt ing 4eachetb you, which is rgth,, 
ad it u He. And tis alſo that 
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more ſure word of Propheſie which 
Peter ſpake of, 2 Pet. 1. 19. theres 
fore I {hall deſire all to turn in 
your minds unto this pure manife- 
ſtation of the Light of Chrifl Jeſus 
in your hearts, for what may be 
known of God, is manifeſt in us, 
Rom. *1. 19. I ſay, hearken di- 
ligentl unto it, hear, and your 
Souls hall live; and ſo you ſhall 
come o witneſs an entrance into 
that firſt Eſtate, from which Man 
fell: And this is my Teſtimony 
for the Lord, that nothing ſhort of 
true Obedience to what the Lord 
hath manifeſted in the Hearts and 
Conſciences of Men and Women, 
will ever procure true peace to the 
Soul, for tis the willing and obe- 
dient, ſhall eat the good of the 
Land. But ſome may Obje& and 
ſay, I am willing, but I want the 
„Power. Ah! Friends, let not this 
be your excuſe, and ſo continue in 
Sin, for he hath promiſed, that all 
that hunger and exo aſter Righte- 
ouſneſs\ ball be filled ; and as you 
8 0 come 
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come to he obedient, and turn from - 
one Sin, ſo the Lord will ſtrength- 
en you, and _ you Victory over 
another, and ſo Judgment will a- 
riſe over all Sin, till it be brought 
into Victory; and fo you ſhall 
come to witneſs 2 growth from one 
degree of Grace to another, *till 
ye come to be perfect in Chriſt Je- 
ſus; tho' both thou, and thy Hear- 
ers, in your dark Imaginations, 
ſay, there is no perfection on this 


fide the grave. But this know af- 


ſuredly, that the Lord God Al- 
mighty, ir of purer eyes than to 
bebold Iniquity, and there i no re- 
pentance in the Grave, but as the 
Tree falls, ſo it ies. Ay, but you 
may Object and1ay, oo looks not 
ſelves, but as 

we are in Chriſt Jeſus; not know- 
ing or conſidering, that be that s 
in Chriſt Feſws is a new Creature, 
old. things are done away, ' behold all 
things are become new, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
and if Chriſt be in jou, the Body is 
dead becauſe of Sin, and the Spirit 
T 65 


Bk 
n-$ alive becauſe of Righteouſneſs, 
' Now Friends, this is the thing you 


r muſt know, feel, and watneſs, 
- Chriſt Jeſus to be riſen 1n you by 
t his Divine Spirit, ta the pulling 
1 down of the ſtrong holds of Sin, 
e and the raiſing of you up to new- 
1 neſs of Life. For, my Friends, it 


- is not ſufficient for you, to only 
5 believe that Chriſt died to ſave * 


1 Sinners, or redeem Sinners, unleſs 
's 8 can Witneſs him riſen in your 
> earts by his Hine Spirit, to the 
- | Ffaving and redeeming you out of © 
0 Sin, for he was ſent for this very” 

2 purpoſe, to ſave his People from 

0 their Sins. And this muſt all Men 

u come to witneſs in their own parti- 

t culars. For now, Friends, that 

8 none may be miſtaken of me, nor 

7 our Principles, this is that we hold 


s þ and believe, and in our meaſures - 
„ are come to witneſs Redemption 
7 | andSalvationin and through Chriſt 
7. Jeſus, by his Spirit and Power; 
's even of that Chriſt Jeſus, who was 
1 Cruciſied without the Gates of Je- 
0 » D 2 ruſalem; 
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ruſalem; who was out of the abun- 
dant love of God to Man, made a 
Propitiation, not only tor the Sins 
of Believers, but alſo for the Sins 
of the whole. World, to obtain for- 
giveneſs of Sins, and reconciliation 
to God. And ſays the Apoſtle, 
John 13. 2. For this Cauſe was the 
Son of God made manifeſt, that he 
might deſtroy. the works of the De- 
vil. *Twas to aboliſh Death, and 
to bring Life an Immortality to 
Light through theGoſpel; twas to 
Redeem from all Iniquity, and to 
purifie to himſelf a euliar People 
zealous of good works. 

Therefore both Prieſt and Peo- 
ple awake, and be awakened out of 
the graves of Sin, and out of all 
Carnal Security and Peace, and 
take heed of ſpeaking Peace, when 
the Lord doth not ſpeak Peace; 
for there 1s no Peace to the wicked, 
ſaith the true God, neither ſhall 
any ever come to true Communion 
with God, whilſt Iniquity is re- 
garded in the heart, Therefore - 
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the fear and dread of the Lord, do 


+ I warn all to ſeek the Lord whale 
he may be found, and tocall upon 


him while he is near, and none to 


flight the Day of the Lord's Spiri- 


tual Appearance; but all to turn 
in your minds unto that Light, 
with which Chriſt Jeſus hath en- 
lightned you, and love it, and 
obey it; ard in ſo doing; you ſhall 


come to be partakers of the New 


Covenant, wherein ye ſhall have 


no need to teach every Man his 


Brother, and every one his Neigh- 
bour, ſaying, Know the Lord; 
but all ſhall know me, from the leaſt 
tc the greateſt, ſaith the Lord; and 
likewiſe to find the Pearl of great 
price within, which you have been 
long ſeeking without, to no pur- 
poſe. Therefore now ſweep your 
own Houſes, that you may come 


* 


to find the loſt Groat there, which 


many have found, praiſes be to 
the Lord for ever. Therefore I am. 
ingaged to call to my Neighbours. 
to come and rejoyce with me. Oh 


D 3 my 
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my Friends, theſe are not words 
ſpoken at a diſtance, or becauſe I 
have read or heard ſo; but tis that 
I have and do experimentally wit- 
neſs, bleſſed be the Lord for ever. 
Therefore now, both Prieſt and 
People, the welfare of whoſe Souls 
I dearly and truly defire, turn 
in I ſay your minds to this 
witneſs of God in your Conſci- 
ences; and tho' it ſeem but ſmall 
or inconſiderable in your eſteem, 
yet be ſure to hearken to it, and 
obey what it commands; for *tis 
the ſame, that 1s compared to a 
rain of Muſtard- ſeed, which is the 
eaſt of all Seeds, yet it grows to 
ſuch a Tree, that the Birds of the 
Air lodge in the Branches thereof; 


therefore prize and eſteem it, and be 


not like the Jews of old, who looked 
for the coming of the Meſſiah; yet 
when he was come, they could not 
believe it was he, becauſe he came 
not in that outward Pomp and 
Glory as they expected, but was 


Born of the Virgin Mary; and 


when 


when he was Born, there was no 
Place for him to be laid in but a 
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Stable, in a Manger, for *tis ſaid, 
there was no room for him in the 
Inn. Now, Friends, Read this, I 
beſeech you with underſtanding: 
This was as to his viſible appear- 
ance in that Body which his Fa- 
ther had prepared him to do his 
Will in; yet ſee what cold Enter- 
tainment he found among Evil 
Men, when he was ſubject to Perſe- 
cution, and when they ſought his 
death many times, but could. not 
have it, *till he had done his Fa- 
ther's Will, Now I would have all 
{ſeriouſly to conſider, whether it be 
not the ſame now, as to his Spiri- 
tual Appearance? Whether or no 
the Inn, which is the Heart, be 
not taken up with other Gueſts, ſo 

as there is no room admitted for 
Chriſt and his Divine Spirit to 
dwell there, which is the only part 
in which Chriſt ought to rule and 
reign. Oh! my Friends, he who 
ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the 
| | D 4 reins, 
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reins, and telleth man his thoughts. 
is to be found there within: And J 
can truly ſay, as the Woman of 
Samariah ſaid, Come and ſee a Alan 
that bath told me all ihat ever I did. 
SoI ſay, this witneſs of God,which 
1s the Grace of God, that hath ap- 
peared unto all, if hearkned to, be- 
lieved in, and obeyed, 'twill cer- 
taily bring to remembrance what- 
ſoever thou haſt done; for it diſ- 
covers the moſt ſecret things of 
darkneſs, and reproves for it; yea, 
it ſhall come to judge down every, 
vain thought, idle word, and ſinful 
action what ſoever; and fo I ſay, 
ſhall become your Leader and Tea- 
cher, and ſhall lead you into all 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, and ſhall 
be ſuch a Teacher too, as ſhall ne- 
ver be removed into a Corner; 
when thou lieſt down, it ſhall be 
with thee, when thou awakeſt, it 
ſhall talk with hee; when thou 
goeſt forth, it ſhall lead thee. Now 
f any bave not the Spirit of Chrift, 
is none of his; and if we live 
after 
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after the fleſh we ſhall die; but if 


through the Spirit, we mortifie the 


deeds of the Body, we ſhall live, Rom: 
8. 12. and as many as are lead by the 
Hirit of God, are the Sons of God, 
ver. 14. Read that Chapter through- 
out, and indeed the whole Bible, 
and fee whether or no there be not 
an abſolute need and neceſſity for 
Men and Women to come to be 
lead by this Spirit of Truth, which 
will lead you into all Truth, if 
truly obeyed; which that you may 
all come to witneſs, 1s the defire of 
my Soul; and that none of you be 
found as thoſe Iſraelites of old 

whom Paul Rom. 10. bore record of, 
had a zeal for God, but not accord- 
ing to knowledge, who went about to 
eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and 


ſubmitted not to that righteouſneſs "i 


which is of faith, which Jpeaketh c- 
preſiy on this 6 not in thine 
heart, who ſhall-aſcend, that 18, to 
fetch Chriſt from Heaven, or who 
Hall deſcend, that , to bring Chriſt 
from the Dead, but the word is nigh 

| D 5 thee,' 
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thee, even in thy heart and moath. 
Now Paul ſaid, that word, is that 


word ofFaith which they didPreach, 


That if thou ſhalt confeſs with the 
mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath ai- 
fed him up from the dead, thou ſhalt 
be ſaved , for with the heart man he- 
lieveth unto Righteouſneſs, and with 
the tongue confeſhon is made unto 
Salvation, Rom. 10. 9, 10. 

Now, Friends, I would not have 
any to miſtake Paul's words, and 
only think he meant a meer out- 
ward Form or Profeſſion, but firſt 
ot all conſider, and Anſwer me 


thoſe Queries. 


Firſt, Whether it be ſufficient, 


outwardly to believe if, becauſe. 


the Scriptures ſay ſo, (which I do 
really own to be true,) without co- 
ming to witneſs him raiſed up in 
thee, to the redeeming of thee out 
of Sin, and out of Tranſgreſſion; 
and whether. it was not the very 


' Cauſe for which he was manifeſted 


to deſtroy the works of Darkneſs? 
Secondly, 


®, 
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Secondly, Whether it was not by 
actual Diſobedience Man came to 
loſe Communion with God? And 
whether it muſt not be by actual 
Obedience Man muſt come to be 
reſtored. 

Thirdly, Whether or no thou, or 
any of thy Hearers do believe it 
ſufficient or ſafe to cont inue in that 
State of Adam and Eve in the Fall, 
or whether all muſt not come back 
again to that State before the Fall? 
And whether this be not to be 
wrought by true Repentance thro? 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 

Fourthly, Whether thou doſt own 
Revelation or Inſpiration in thoſe 
days, ſince it is plainly ſaid in the 
Scriptures of Truth, That no man 
knows the Father, but the Son, and 
him to whom the Son reveals bin; 
and ſince Chriſt promiſed in the laſt 
days to pour out of: bis Spirit upon 
his Sons and Dauobters. © 
 Fifthly, Whether Sin appears to 
be Sin, from any. ang within or 
without? It within, as 1 hope 3 
WI 
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will deny, but many will confeſs, If 
my Conſcience condemn me, God 1s 
greater, than whether that which 
reproves for Sin in ſecret, when no 
mortal eye beholds, be not the ſame 
that telleth Man his very thoughts, 
and diſcovers to Men and Women 
the intentions of their hearts, and 
fo ſheweth them what is good, and 
what 1s evil; and as they come to 
be Obedient, they ſhall eſchew the 
evil, and cleave to the good. 
Sixthly, Whether any of the true 
Miniſters of - Chriſt took Ty thes, 
or commanded the People to pay 
Tythes. But did not Chriſt tell 
them on the contrary, freely ye 
baue received, freely give; and 
doſt not thou who takes Ty thes, 
deny Chriſt come in the fleſh, to be 
offered up once for all; and had 
not the Prieſts under the Law, a 
Command to take Tythes of their 
Brethren; and doſt not thou take 
Tythes of them that are none of thy 
Brethren? was not the Tythes 
to be brought into the Store-hou ſe, 
an 
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and was not the Widows, Father- 
leſs, and Strangers to have a part, 


that there might not be a Begger in 
Iſrael. 


Seventhly, Whether that which 


gives the true nas. of God 
to every particular Perſon, either 
Learned, or Unlearned, to be found 
within, or without. 3 
Eig hi hly, What is that voice which 
Chriſts Sheep hear, ſaying, 15 
is the way, walk in it; when they 
ar turning either to the right hand 
or to the left; and whether it be an 
1nward or an outward voice. 
Ninthly, Whether God being a 
Spirit, ought not to be worſhiped 


in the Spirit and in the Truth; } 


ſince it is the Worſhip Chriſt ſet 
up when manifeſted in the Fleſh a- 
bove Sixteen Hundred Years agoe 
and talking with the Woman of 
Samaria, ſaid, The time ſhould come, 
when neither in that Mountain, nor 


at Feruſalem, Men ſhould Worſhip 


the Father, but thoſe that worſhiped 


hin, ſhould worſhip bim in Spirit and 
in Truth, Now 


[ 36 ] 

Now the earneſt defire of my 
Soul 1s, that you may all be made 
partakers of this only and accept- 
able Worſhip; and that thou, or 
any of thy Hearers would return 
me an Anſwer according to plain 
Scripture, which I ſhall willingly 
be Cenſured by; and I adviſe all 
to take heed of wreſting the Scrip- 
tures to their own Deſtruction : And 
fo this brings me to one Quer) 
more. Whether the Scriptures, 
which were given forth by Holy 


Men of God, as they were moved 


by the Holy Ghoſt, can bs under- 
ſtood, but as Men come to witneſs 
in their meaſures ſome what of the 
ſame Spirit; For the Apoſtle Peter 
ſaid, No Propbeſie of Seripture is of any 
private Interpretation, therefore In- 
terpreted by that Spirit which gave 
it forth. For 1 hope none will ſay, 
the Prophets or Apoſtles were igno- 
rant of what they wrote, but were 
Experiencers of what was written; 
te. the experimental Know ledge of 
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which Divine Truths, none can 
come to witneſs, but as they come 
to be deliver'd from Sin, on this 
ſide the Grave. I do not ſay, 
from being Tempted to Sin, for 
"tis no Sin to be Tempted; but 
that is the Sin to enter into the 
Temptation. So that which ſhews 
eth thee or me Sin to be Sin, 
{hall be our Condemnation if not 
obeyed. For this is the Condemne- 
tion, that Light is come into the 
World, bat Men love Darkneſs 
rather than Light,” becauſe their 
Deeds are Evil. To the Obedience 
of which Divine Light in thy 
Conſcience, and hkewiſe in the 


Conſciences of all thy Hearers, is 


the deſire of my Heart you may 
all come; and ſo all ſhall come 
to know the New Birth, and Re- 
generated State, and likewiſe to 
Experience the daily Croſs, and 
ſee what that means, which 1s 
all at preſent from him, that in 
Bowels of true Love, bath writ- 
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ten theſe Lines; and dotli earneſtly 
deſire the welfare of your Souls; 
who am, 


Your well wiſhing Friend, 


The 20th of the 4th 
Month, 1675. 
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ALETTER t quſſce 
Silly, | 


Roſorrom, The 18th of the icth 
| Monch, 1680, 


Friend, "IT, 


I Finding thou art not yet ſatisfied 
in Perſecuting of us, for no o- 
her Cauſe or Reaſon, but only for 
the Exerciſe of our tender Conſcien- 
ces, in the performance of our Duty 
to God; could not any longer reſt ſa- 
tisfied, without giving thet an Ac- 
count, why we are thus made willing 
to undergo all thoſe Sufferings, Tri- 
als, Hardſhips and Exerciſes, that 
the Lord permits thee, and others, 
to inflict upon us. 


Firſt, Becauſe we are fully ſatiſ- 
fied that each particular of us 
hath a Soul to Save; and that the 
Salvation thereof depends upon our 
yielding faithful Obedience to the } 

| Lord, 
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Lord, according to the Requirings 
of his bleſſed Spirit in our Hearts 
and Conſciences; For that which 
may be known of God, is manifeſted 
in men, Rom. 1. 19. Read that 
Chapter (if thou pleaſeſt) at thy 
leiſure, and ſee how the wrath of 
God 1s revealed from Heaven, a- 
gainſt all ungodlineſs and unrigh- 
teouſneſs of Men: Therefore we 
dare not Sin againſt the Lord, nor 
prove unfaithful unto him in the 
leait meaſure that he requires of us, 
though for our Obedience we were 
ſure to be reduced to nothing but 
Bread and Water; yea, tho it were 
to the deprivation of our Lives; 
yet herein is and hath been our Joy, 
Comfort, and Satisfaction, in = 
midſt of all that ever we have un- 
dergone, (who have been faithful 
to God) in that we have received 


an Anſwer of Peacefrom the Lord; - 


and this is that durable Treaſure 
which never can be taken from us, 
by all the Powers of the whole 
Earth. Though Husband may and 

hath 
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hath been taken from Wife, and 
Wife from Hniband ; Parents from 
Children, and tender Children from 
their Parents, yet the Lord being 
with us, we have him that is and 
hath been a-Father to the Father- 
leſs, and a Husband to the Widow; 
and I am ſure he is a large Portion 
to all that faithfully ſerve, wors 


{hip, obey and follow him where-- 


ſoever he goes; who is that Lamb 
of God, who was made perfect 
thorow Sufferings. And if he was 
made fo ready and willing to un- 
dergo ſuch cruel Sufferings for us, 
I doubt not but we ſhall be enabled 
, with Patience, and made willing 
more and more to bear whatever 
we may yet ſuffer for his Sake; 
and ſo it's really for Conſcience 
ſake we thus Suffer. Therefore I 
adviſe thee (as thou prizeſt the 
Eternal well-being of thy poor Im- 
mortal Soul) be not found a Perſe- 
cutor of any that truly Worſhip the 
Living God in Spirit and Truth; 


which is that acceptable yu 
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Chriſt Jeſus ſet up above Sixteen 
Hundred Hundred Years (Fob 4. 
chap.) ſo ours is no new way, as 
many barely imagine. Therefore 
in the deep conſideration of that 
little time we have to live here, not 
knowing but this day or hour may 
be the laſt. Oh! (conſider, con11- 
der,) what manner of Perſons onght 
all to be in holineſs of Life and 
Converſation : for it's very certain, 
all our breath is in the hand of the 


Lord God, who gave it to us in the 


beginning; and it's in his power 
ſuddenly to taker again. And 
this is that I am fully ſatisfied of, 
there is a day aud hour haitens to 
overtake us all; wherein, neither 
Riches, Honour, Favour, nor 
Friendſhip, (though it could be ob- 
tained from all the Kings and Prin- 
ces of the whole Earth) will ſtaud 
us in any ſtead, (as to the purcha- 
ſing of peace with our God) I mean, 
in that Day when every one ſhall 
come to give an Account to God 
for the deeds done in the Body, 

whether 


nn r Y „ 


2 , 


* 


_ _ 


(99 


whether they are good, or whether 
they are evil; and afluredly, ac- 
cording as every ones Deeds are, fo 
mall the Reward be; thoſe that 
have done well, ſhall enter into 
everlaſting Toy, and thoſe that-haye 


done evil, into everlaſting Sorrow © 


and Miſery for ever. Therefore 


take heed to that juſt witneſs of God 


in thy own Heart and Conſciencez 
for it will teach thee, to do to every 
one as thou wouldeſt be done by; 
and it will teach thee, to love the 
Lord with all thy Heart, with all 
thy Soul, with al] thy Mind, and 
with all thy Strength, and thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf; yea, it's of 
ſo good a nature, that it brings thoſe 
that are faithful to it, to love their 
greateſt Enemies; and to pray for 
them which hate, perſecute and de- 
ſpightfully uſe them. And fo it 
will lead out of Perſecution, or im- 
poſing of Sufferings upon any for 
worſhipping of God, in that way 
the Lord requires of them. Buton 
the contrary, if any amongſt us 


4* 


tranſgreſs 
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tranſgreſs any righteous Law, either 
of God or Man, let it take hold of 
us. And I hope thou wilt be plea- 
ſed to acknowledge, that every Mi- 
miſter of the Law ought to be 4 
Terror to Evil Doers, and a Praije 
to them that do well, And ſo Pau/ 
(the Servant of the Lord) ſaid, If 


ou doſt well, thou ſhalt have praije 


of the ſame ; but if thou doſt evil, ſin 
lieth at the door. So the Law ought 
to take hold of all Evil Doer:; as 
Lyars, Curſers, Swearers, "Thieves, 
Whoremongers, Murderers, Drunk- 
ards, and ſuch like; ſo it's very 
Serviceable in its place: And here- 
in are we obedient, not only for 
fear of wrath, but likewiſe for Con- 
ſcience fake. But (now) if thou, 
or any other Perſon cannot find us 
guilty of any of thoſe or ſuch like 
Crimes; but are reſolved to bend 
your Forces, Strength and Wiſdom 
to find occaſion againſt us, as touch- 
ing the Law of our God, even as 
the Preſidents and Princes of Darius 
(the King) did againſt Daniel, the 

| | Servant 


— 


[ 95 ] | 
Servant of the Living God; who, 
notwithſtanding the Decree (which 
was Sealed) That whoſoever did pour 
forth any a pig or Prayer to 
any other God or Man for the ſpace of 
thirty days, ſave to the King, ſhould 
be thrown into the Den of Lyons. 
And might not many have ſuppoſed * 
Daniel to be a very perverſe and © 
fooliſh Man ; who rather than for- 
bear praying to his God (though 
but for thirty days) would runthe _ 
hazard bf being thrown into the 
Den of Lyons; and he was faithful 
to his God, as thou mayſt read in 
Daniel 6. And in Dan. 3. how 
Shadrach , - Meſhach and Abed- * | 

nego, was brought before Ne- 
huchadne gar King of Babylon; who, 
for not worſhipping the golden Image 
he had ſet up, were thrown into the 
fiery furnace : But ſee, and conſider 
how the Lord deliver'd them, be- 
cauſe they truſted in him. And 
it's a meaſure of the ſame Faith, 
we are through the Love of God, 
made Pertakers of: Yea, and we do 

elieve 
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believe he is able, and will aſlured- 


ly deliver ns out of the hands of 


all Cruel Men, in his own Time 
and Seaſon; and until then, I doubt 
not but we ſhall be endued with 
ſtrength and patience to bear what- 
ever thou, or any other may be 
permitted to inflict upon us; for 
at's to the Lord our Innocent Cauſe 
is known, who is (alone) our Sup- 
ort and Strength; yea, a preſent 
elp (to all that truly fear him) 
in all times of need, bleſſed be his 
Name for  evermore, faith my 
Soul; thus deſiring thou wouldſt ſe- 
riouſly weigh, and with a. ſolid 
Mind conſider, what I have in the 
Love of Cod herein written to thee, 
is the earneſt deſire of my Heart, 
who ſtill remains 1 


A well- wiſhing Friend to thee, 


= | 
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in Commi ſſion to Ja "the 1 
Aſſxes or General Goal- 
Delivery at Launceſton, 


for this our no of 
Cornwall.” 450 


WE (who are called unter) | 
being now Priſoners in this 


our County-Goal, for no other 
Reaſon or Crime, but for bearing a 


Faithful Teftimony to the God fx 
„Heaven and Earth, and fon Wor- 
ag Serving and @beying of 
him, : a — to his. Requirings; 
before wham'all of us, yea, and all 
Mankind, mult appear, to give an 


account. for the Needs ache in the 


Body, whether they are good or 
evil; ad according Thall 44 


receive a Rem abi of 25 
the Ever - living God; thus earneſtly 
L A you r 16 nr ö 


OY 


© .» Fones (called uſtice) and the Pac} 
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take theſe our preſent Sufferings i in- 


to your moſt. ſerious- and weighty 


Conſiderations; the particulars of 


which, are as followeth. 
Firſt, I Nicholas F, f of the-Pa- 


| fiſh of Semin i in the County above - 


aid, on the zoth day of the 2d 
Month called /, 1682. was 
with others calle Quakers, Peace- 
ably met together, waiting in Si- 
Jence upon the Lord; where Hugh 


of 3 —— . — others, 
came required our Appearance 
— —— the next day. Where, 
nas he Committed me, 


ting Fr I was a Priſoner 
{aud 1 Tell mon near twelve 


Tears in this Goal aforeſaid; and 
he fined: the reſt; - Tin Shillings 

each. - at; 4 Ht 
Secondly, I Jabn Ditervnt the Pa- 
riſ of Sr. 3 fo.callsd; in the 
County: ': aforeſaid, being Preſented 
at dur -and a 
Warrant forthwith granted to at- 


3 e . 
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fions to Anſwer to ſuch Offences as 
I there ſtood Preſented for: But in- 
ſtead of Proceeding N to 
the Preſentment, had the Oath af 
Allegiance tendred z which the Lord 
knows for Conſcience ſake I could 
not take, neither can I Swear on 
any account whatſoever, though 
it were to the loſs, not only of Li- 
berty, but my very Life it ſelf; 
and fo for refuſing, was forthwith © 
Committed to this ſaid Gal. 
Thirdly, We Micholas Emmet, -. 


William Roberts, Thomas Paſcow, * 
and Richard Cleas, all of the Pariſſn 


8 on, 2 John Bray (a Poor 
Man, v nothing to | 
cure himſelf a Lirelh b | 
own Labour) of the Parith et St. 
Lay (ſo. called) and the other four 
being Fiſheemen in a poor Haven 
Town, where they were imploy'd 


in taking of Micharde; which be: 

ing now at this very Seafon taken 

off from, is likely to prove much 

to the loſs, not only of themſelves, 

but likewiſe of N Door * 
| k | 2 
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and their Families beſide; and the 


above · ſaid Thomas Paſcow hath left 
behind him a Wife and Seven Chil- 
dren; moſt of them very young, 
and nothing to Live by but his 
Labour, all being of the aforeſaid 
7 were on the 3oth Day. of 
the 5th Month called Fly, 1682. 
peaceably met together only to 


- Wait upon the Lord, as we find it 


to be our Duty; where came Ni- 
cholas Bridgman, Thomas Morriſh, 
John Willcocke Conſtables, and Tho. 
icks Church-Warden(ſo called) all 


of the Pariſh of Mirver aforeſaid ; 


who immediately dragged us forth 


ngius 
any Warrant ſo to do, ef 2 
ore Tomas Darell, and Villiam 


Silly (called Juſtices) of the ſaid 


Pariſh of $f. Ainvers, who by Ver- 
tue of a Statute made in the 13th 
and 14th Years of this preſent 


Kings Reign (as our Mittimus inti- 
mates) aud for want of Sureties 


were we Committed here. As to 


_ the Statüte aboveſaid, made in the 


* 
Oo * ö r 
= „ 4 [4 1 »% . 4 
. "ad 'F7" * 0 1 412 

a > 4 2 \ £2 4 LY p 4 - | F 

To by — 4 * "+ 

2 * 1 - 1 8 * 7 

8 8 


* * — — vw * >. : 


OS.  » PRI” WI, WY WS WWF. Woe 


—_ —_— —C_ Ws 


[L 101 


14th of Car. 2. we humbly con- 
ceive to have relation to the 16th 
of Car. 2. which we ſuppoſe to be 
void, as by the laſt Claule appears. 
Thus, hoping the Lord may put it 
into your Hearts to ſhew Pity, and 
extend Mercy towards us, in this 
our Suffering Condition. And in 
ſo doing, we ſhall have ſtill cauſe 
to deſire the Lord to ſhew Mercy 
and Favoug unto you; as is the 
earneſt Requeſt of us, whoſe Names 


are hereunto Subſcribed. 


Nicholas Foſe Thomas Paſcow, 
Jobn Peters, ( Richard Clean, 
Nicholas Emeit,( John Bray. .  * 

William Roberts, * oY 8 : 
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| i | . 
J John Peter 8 Eypiſtle to bis 
Me. 


= _— Lenceſton, the 8th of the 2d 


v4 AY Dear Wife. 

| T's the Lord our God that is 
our Stay and Strength, and 
without the enjoyment of his Pre- 
ſence, we ſhould ſoon grow weary 
but, bleſſed be his Name, he is not 
wanting to attend us from day to 
day, with that Power by which we 
are preſerved and upheld over all: 
Yea my Dear, truly can I ſay to 
thee, Fam made more and more 
willing to undergothoſe Exerciſes ; 
cho, indeed it's (as thou ſaidſt) 
our all in this World, But though 
our Enemies are thus permitted to 
ſeparate us outwardly; yet wert 
= thou never nearer nordearer to me, 
in that pure Loe and Life that 
dur God hath filed in us, and 

| * 2 | I a made 
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made us Partakers of: And it's in 
the ſenſe of this inviſible Love of 


- our God, that I fer ever defire we. 


may be kept, that fo nothing may 
ever be able to ſeparate us from 
the continual enjoyment of his Pa- 
vour, - becauſe in it is Life to our 
Souls known; and ſo our God is 
drawing of us nearer and nearer to 
Himſelf, and redeeming of us more 
and more out of the World, and 
from the Society of them, in which 
we never witneſſed any true Com- 
fort. And I doubt not but we ſhall 
have more and more cauſe to bleſs 
the Lord; that he hath-thus count-- 
ed us worthy to bear a faithful Te- 
ſtimony to his Name; and hath 

not, nor never will leave us in any | 
of thoſe Trials or Exercifes/ but 
hath; aud, stil will (ag\we remain 


upright- hearted beforg him) indue 
us with Strength and e 


Travel on eentinualhy, and we | 
ſhall neverfaint nok grew Weary in 


waiting upon suf God, but our 


ſtrength ſhalk be daily renewed: 
10 Wo, E 4. And 


<a 


F 


3 15 preſervation with my own and 


an Anſwer from the Lord L have 
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And therefore, my Dear, I beg 
thee let ſlip no opportunity that 
the Lord is pleaſed to afford thee, 
in which thou mayeſt wait upon 
him; and I know he will hand 


forth of his living refreſhing Mer- 


cies more and more; by which thy 
Soul with mine will be revived and 
ſtrengthned; and this is the great 
thing that too too many are want- 
ing in, and careleſs of. And ſo 
it's no wonder to me, if they grow 
weary and faint in their Journey, 
and ſo turn their backs on the 
Lord, his Way, and Truth. Which 
that we may never do, is the fer- 


vent Prayer of thy tender Husband. 
And, my Dear, L write not after 


this manner, as if I did apprehend 
any weari in theeys for I am 
fully ſatisſied of the cont tar; and 


my earneſt Requeſt herein; and of- 
ten thou at in m view, and Tra ; 
vel upon my Soul I feel for 455 
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e Lord bear thee-up in the Arms 
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of his Love, and comfort thee con- 
tinually, with all our near and 
dear Relations, who are Exerciſed 
with us, and concerned for us, And 
as to my.Health (my dear Wife) 1 
never was better this long time, 
and hope the Lord will continue it 
to us, and all ours. This, with 
my dear Love to thee, my dear 


Father, Mother, Brothers, and Si- 


ſters; deſiring the Lord (if it may 


ſtand with his. will) to give Bro- 
ther Gray eaſe in his Legs, and or- 


der ſome way for his Recovery: 


My Love is dearly to them all; 
and tell them, I defire the m 
not trouble themſelves for me; for. 


Fam as well content, and us 


Satisfaction I have, and daily de 


— 


enjoys as exer Idid in all my Life; 


for it's the Lord that makes it ſo; 


and es + not but 25 ay 
to enjoy Liberty again; for I know 
that God that Makes me thus con- 


tent in Bonds, can and will in his 


own time ſet me at Liberty; ank 
till then, I am reſolved to wait in 
| PA, K 3 Patience | 
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Patience upon him, defiring for 
ever to be wholly reſt 1 L508 70 his 
Will, who is known to be a tender 
Father to all his Children; and 
Taye no more upon any of his, than 
gives them ſtrength to bear. So 
my Bear, let this for ever be gauſe 
otJo to us, that we feel and find 
rd is on our fide, and there- 
bre + mall never fear what 
en can do unto us. My 

nw is full of the overcoming 
Love of the Lord towards thee; 


and in 1t am I always preſent with 
2" in the ſenſe which, 1 
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Fru, 1e ! 
ND all others, ieh ths 
Borough of Lancefton, 
Prieſt and People, w 
ee in endeavourin W 
e and hinder chat bleſſeck 9 bk 
of the Lord, whith he hath begun, 
eb, is carryin on by his own 2 | 
Hog Arm of Power: I ſay 
Tl all do 1 write theſe Kr tiling 
and that in W the Top 
of Heaven, and Fart 1 hd in to 
| * 7 to n 1 8 1 nt. 
» | s only begotten Son (Chriſt Jeſus) 
14 Light 1 the World, that who- - 
ets er believes on him, ſhould not 
e 1h Darknefs. I y, in Obe- 
1 to him, de 1 Watnyoua op 
| whoſc hands theſe may*come, . 
| are concerned herein,” that you 20 
4 the cool * Spirits weight 
f conſider 
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conſider whoſe work you are a do- 
ing, and whoſe Servants you are, 
|} who are found Perſecuting, or en- 
| Cdeavouring to have any Perſecuted 
for Conftzence ſake, and by what 
Spirit you are led to. do. thoſe 
things, I do appeal to that juſt 
watneſs of God in your own Con- 
_ Fetencesz which in the Day of Ac- 
Count none ſhall be able to hide or 
i Hee from, and therefore take 
a are no longer found endeavour- 
a ing to hinder any in Worſhipping 
be requires of them; for it's a 


and Serving of God, according as 

LL gerous thing for any to be found 
fighters againſt the Lord, and his 
People; and there are none that in 
3 theend of their time will have any 
{7 cauſe ta tegoyce they have been 
Ls found in fach Work. But on the 
# contrary, (if they repent not) Sor- 
143) Tow. and Miſery may be their Por- 
tion for evermore. And therefore 
| Oh! that you would but conſider 
our latter end, and theuncertain- 
af your time here, with the 
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certainty of a Reward hereafter, 


2 that from the hand of the L. 


ving God) according to 2 —— 
done in th, Body, w they are 
good or evil. Oh! — that 
you all may come to take heed to 


that juſt Principle of God in all 


bin Conſciences, which wall clear- 
90 maniteft whatever evil you are 

2 of; and not only ſo, but ag 
it 13 kned tb, believed in, and 
obeyed, it will lead you out ot Sin 


joy ment of the Love and Favour of 


God, in and through his Son Chriſt: |}, 


Jeſus.. Which, that 3 


ou all 


and Pra 
1 


ug Prien who is a Rea 
N to 25 
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Evil, and bring you to the en- 


attain unto, is the fervent Deſife "8 
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A Latter to bis Wife 1 21 
| under a ere Exerciſe, by 
| © reaſon, of ber Childrens 
% - weakneſs, aud bu abſence, 
Being Con in d a Cloſe Pri- 
| ſener i in gs for a 


|  "Deftimony 12173 Con- 
| Haacke That —— 85 
g a Dear Wife 


Received both t deere 
Which, I 5 'of 8 £4 


| relle of © *the .Di er, And of 
June Freu Death, Anf my 
Pear Little Viliam's Illnefs (with 
them). the. Lord bear up and ſtreng- 
| then thee, (my tender Wife) and 
give tHee more ant min Patience 

to Undergo and Travel thorow all 
| Dee Triaks and Exerciſes he doth 
I meet to come upon, or may at- 


. 
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tend us with: For we, with all 
ours, 
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ours, are in his hand; and unto 


his Providential Diſpoſal I do and 
have freely reſigned you all, defi- 
ring his tender Care over you con- 
tinually; and that no more may be 


permitted to come upon any of 
on, than he giveth Trength to 


ar. And bleſſed be his Name for 
evermore, he is and hath been 
known to be nigh unto us, in the 
midſt of all various Tryals that we 
have met with hitherto; and ſure I 
am he will never leave us, nor for- 
ſake us, though he may yet farther 
try our Faith and Patience. But 
my Dear Wife, tender Parents 


and Relations muft give ap all 


that he requires; and we mutt and 
ought to be content in All bis Deal- 
ings with us; and it's my real de- 
ſire we may for ever be in his hand, 


as Clay is in the hand of the Pot- 


ter, that he may fit and faſhion 
us as beſt 4 8 Rim and know 
then, all thatigs ſhall, work toge- 
ther for good'$0-Us in the End; 
and none, nor any thing ſhall be 
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able to ſeparate us from the Love 
of our God, which we have- ob- 
tain'd, in and through Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, whofe Arm and Power 
was manifeſted in the gathering 
and bringing of us nigh, that were 
once afar off, and arte from 
the enjoyment of his Preſence and 
Favour, Sin and Iniquity abound- 
ing in us; which, was as a Wall 
of Separation between God, and the 
Peace of our poor Immortal Souls. 
And in this miſerable and deplora- 
ble oats the Lord beheld wo with 
an Eye of pitty; yea, when no 
Eye pittied 3 he took compaſ- 
Kon upon us, and helped us; for he 
was known to be a God full of 
Mercy, and willing to paſs by Ini- 
quity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin: Oh! 
it was the Day of his tender Viſita- 
tion that he Was pleaſed to con- 
Hue towards us; many years did 

ſtrive with us; till at laſt we 
came to conſider the-End that all 
Sin and Exil led unto; even to the 
It of Miſery and Sorrow for ever- 
1 ISS: _ q; more. 
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more. The ſenſe of which, ſo 
wakened us, that we came, tho» 
row the tender Love of God, even 
to loath and abhor thoſe Sins and 
Evils that formerly we were ad- 
dicted to. And here Sin became 
exceeding Sinful, and a real and 


hearty Sorrow was begotten in us, 


with a- full Reſolution never to 
commit thoſe Eyils again: And 
here that Repentance came to be 
known, that need not to be Res» 
pented of; and the tender Mercies 
of our God, was known in the 
midſt of his Judgments; and he 


adminiſtred to us in that deep di- 
ſtreſs, and helped us, and indued 


us with Power from on Higb to 


become his Servants and Children. be 
And now, my Dear Wife, our God 


that hath done ſo much for us 
bath. ſeen meet farther to try and 


Exerciſe ns and I know it's but in 
Love to us; for every Son and 
Daughter whom de Love, be Cha» 


ſtizeth, even as @ Father bis only 
Sen in whom: be delighteth.. And 
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_ what is it for, but that we = be 
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drawn nearer and nearer to him, 
and be redeemed more and more, 
and raiſed above the Earth, and 
all Earthly Enjoyments, the chief- 
eſt 'of which are uncertain, and 
foon may they be taken from us, 
or we from them. And therefore; 
that our affections may be conti - 
nually { more on things that are 
Above (which are certain and du- 
rable, and will never fail us) than 
on things beneath, for the faſhion 
of this World paſſeth away; and 
all the Pride, Vanity, and greateſt 
and higheſt Enjoyments of it, ſhall 


wherein is it to be accounted of ? and 
what little reafon have any to ſet 
Eſteem or Value u 

it; as rather than be deprived of 
the Pleaſutes, Society and Eryoy- 
ments that zte to be had in this 
World, though but for a moment 
of time, in compariſonof Eternity, 
will run the hazard of the Loſs and 
Ruine of their poor Souls for ever- 
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And therefore, my Dear Wife, 
the Conſideration of the Eternal 
Happineſs our Little ones entred 
into, whom our God called for, 
and hath made us really — 
to give up to him, is great cauſe 
of To to my Soul; a Senſe of 
which. I doubt not, but thou, 
with the reſt of my dear Relations 
have; which ever bears up our 
Spir its over all. N 
And now, my Dear Wife, what 
farther Tryal we may meet with, 
I know not; but I deſire we may be 
fill and quiet in our minds, and 
take no thought about it, ſo a8 
to create trouble; for by taking 
thought ever ſo often, we cannot 
add one Cubit to our Stature, nor 
one Minute to our n Days, nor 
the Days of ours. But if it be the 
will'of our God, I humbly deſire 
he may be pleaſed to ſpare the reſt 
of our Little Ones, and that they ' 
may live to become his Servants and 
Children: But let it not be 4 1 

will, but ar thou pleaſeſt, Ony God; 


Pa 
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for into thy hand have I committed 

all mine, toith my own Soul and Bo- 
dy; and 1 do Jefire that thou mayeſt 
watch over them both Day and Night, 
wha art known to be a faithful Watch- 
man, t hat never ſlumberſt nor ſleep (2, 
OD! watch thou over them, O my 
God, and be 4 Husband to my tender 
Wife, and a Father to my little ones; 
and adminiſter freely to all their 
need, and give them ſuch.caſe and 

fatisfaftion as thou ſeeft meet for 
them. Oh! let all that are near and 
dear unto me, enjoy (if it be thy 


Will) Like, Content and Satisfaltion 


* with me, ſo thou ſhalt be bonoured 
for evermore, ſaith my Soul. Who 
though at a diſtance outward! 
from thee my Deareſt in this world, 
I can of a;trath ſay, yet am I pre- 
ſent with the in Spirit, hoping and 
believing our God will put an end 
to all our Trials and Sufferings in 
his own time; and till then, I 


doubt not but he will give us 


| "ſtrength to bear them all, and Faith 
and Patience to travel kargen 
"I 8 them 
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them all. As to my Health, my 


Dear Wife, I am as well as I have 
been this ſeveral years; and T think; 
bleſſed be the Lord, who likewiſe 
makes me well ſatisfied in his pre- 
ſent Viſitation; into whoſe hand 
do I freely commit you all ; with 
my dear Love to thee, my Duty to 
my Parents, and Love to Brothers, 
Siſters, and Friends; defiring the 
Lord to keep and preſerve you all; 
Tam, dear Wife, thy Loving and 
Tender Husband, 1 


John Frrert. 
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Another Epifile of John 
Peters to bus Wife. 


Tl,steſton, the 29th of the 6th 
| Month, 1683. 


* My Dear Wife. 


"TP HE Serious Conſideration. of 
the manifold Mercies of our 
towards us, and how he hath 
Provided and made way from one 
time to another, and led us by the 
hand of his endleſs Love through 
manyExerciſes and Tryals of divers 
kinds, even from the beginning of 
our firſt Acquaintance, to this 
day; even at preſent melts my 
| | heart, and cauſes me many a time 
ſecretly to rejoyce in him, who 
hath preſerved and upheld us in 
the midſt of all, glory be to his 
Name for evermore. My dear 
| Love 1s to thee, and my bumble 
Duty to my dear Father and — 


8 — — - — — 
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ther, and dear Love to all my Bro- 
thers and Siſters, deſiring the Bleſ- 
ſings of the Lord to be continued 
towards us all; who am, dear 
Wife, thy endeared Husband, 


ſented an Addreſs to the KING, 
which was kindly received, ànd 
George bhitebead Read it in pre- 
ſence of the KING, and Duke, 
and at leaſt one hundred of the 
Lords and Great) Perſons, none 
ſhewing the leaſt. diſlike; and then | 
the KING took it, and gave them 
thanks; and the Duke publickly 
ſaid to them, They ui do the Gas- 
kers that Right; as t Jay, there was 
not one of them found to bave a 
hand in the Plot, though they bad 
very narrowly fought into it, bar 

| p C0 * 
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[ could find none; ſo they parted 
very Lovingly. What the Event 
| may be, we ſhall, I hope, for ever 
leave to the Lord, in whoſe hands 
are the heartsof Kings and Princes, 
and he is able to turn them as the 
{ Rivers of water are turned; and 
therefore we have great reaſon to 
. put our whole truſt in him, and 
ithfully follow him; who will 
not ſuffer one hair of our heads to 
fall to the ground without his 

Providence. I 


th dear Love to Suſan Emitt 
"=, and ber Daughter, and 
Ax Friends, 7 * 
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An Epiſile to Friends m 


Devon. and elſewhere. 


Dear Friends, 


B 


Rethren, and Siſters, on whom 
the Day of the Lord hath 
dawned, and who have been Viſt- 
ted with the bleſſed Day-ſpring 
from on high, and who have ta- 
ſted of the Heavenly Gift, and been 
inade partakers (and that 1n a large 
- meaſure many of you) of the power 
of the World to come; unto you 
is the Salutation of my dear Love; 
and in a living ſenſe and feeling of 
that Life Which the Lord (in mea- 
ſure) hath been plealee freely to 
ſhed abroad in all our Hearts, am I. 
at preſent drawn forth tg ite you 
theſe Lines; earneſthadeliring eve- 
one of you to be l and 
Liligent, and faithfully reſigned to 
the will of our Heavenly Father, 
who hath called 2 by his Grace, 


y 
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out of the vain Faſhions, Cuſtoms, 
Ways, Worſhips and Traditions of 
the World, that lies in wickedneſs; ' 
oh! conſider, conſider, what was 
it for, that the Lord ſhould thus 
reach forth a hand of Love unto us, 
and bring us out of that Feyptian 
Darkneſs in which we were (as well 
as others); was it not that we might 
Serve and Worſhip him acceptably 
the remainder of our days, and 
walk before him in truth, and in 
uprightneſs of heart, doing thoſe? 
things continually that are well- 
pleaſing in his fight; and that our 
eye might be always to him, and 
to his Honour and Glory, from 
whom alone our help comes, and 
in whom alone our ſtrength is? Oh! 
my dear Friends, depend upon him, 
truſt ſrzadfatily i in him, he is all- 
ſuſhicient,,and (Jam ſure) he wall 
never Lare, Hor forſake any of us, 
as we arg itt to him; but will 
be a pres 725 help even in our great: 
eſt time * a Oh! this my Soul 
hath 


T 


Ws 

hath known, (with many of you) 
whom the Lord hath made willing 
to forſake all that is neareſt and 
deareſt in this world; yea, my 
Friends, aac muſt be offered up 
when .the Lord requires him, and 
there muſt be no reſerve in the bot- 
tom, and then it will be well with 
us, and none ſhall be able to hurt 
us; and as all thus come to be freely 
given up in their hearts, they ſhall 
find the Lord near to ſupport and 
bear them up in any Trial or Exer- 
ciſe that he ſees meet ſhould come 


r 

1 pon them; and there is not any thing 
: hall prevail over them, ſo as to ſe- 
> parate them from the enjoyment of 
0 his favour, in whoſe preſence is 
Life, and at whoſe right hand are 
F _ Pleaſures for evermorans durable 
: Pleaſures, laſting Ch orts, and 
| - Riches that never ſhalfade away, 
j nor periſh with yigg. Oh! (my 
1 dear Friends) ſhall not dur eye be 
n to this (Tea) ſhall mot our eye be 


1. this ſure recompenſe of reward 
HF that 
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that our God hath in ſtore for all the 
faithful followers of the Lamb in 
this day of his warfare, wherein he 
is working for bis own Glories ſake, 
and Honour will he bring to his 
own Name, and good unto all his 
faithful Children, who are kept by 
his Power in Faith and Patience to 
wait upon him for the carrying on 
of his own work in and amongſt 
them all; and therefore Oh! that 
all may be diligent in waiting upon 
the Lord, and take heed that none 
flight Meetings, or neglect aſſemb- 


ling your ſelves together to wait 


upon him; and when aſſembled, be 
watchful (ll) _—_ that Old 
Enemy of Man and Womans ever- 
laſting Peace; for he is ſtill near to 


draw aſide the mind and heart into 


the many things, and to keep them 
ſo, as that 15 7 may be truly ſtaid 
on the one and only thing needful, 
(via.) the Lord; and then if he 
can get the exerciſe of the heart and 
mind, he matters not our outward 


gathering 
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gathering into ſilence, though ever 
ſo often, or ever ſo long; and there- 
fore, dear Friends, it's the earneſt 
deſire of my Soul, that 1n all your 
gatherings and ui - together, 
you may weightily conſider the ve- 
ry end; which is not only to be 
gathered into Silence outwardly, 
and fo fit down in a careleſs man- 
ner, and think this ſufficient ; Oh! 
this will not avail any, and many 
thouſands may come here, and yet 
never be ſenſible of the worſhip of 
God in Spirit and Truth, But on 
the contrary, thoſe are the true 
waiters, worſhippers, and gathered 
of the Lord, who are not only out- 
wardly gathered into Silence, but 
inwardly likewiſe : Oh! it's thoſe, 
whoſe hearts comes truly to be 
ſtayed upon the Lord, and whoſe 
minds are exerciſed in his Law, and 
it's thoſe who perform their Duty 
in reality and truth, and not in an 
outward form only, for we are re- 


ally ſatisfied that Bodily Exerciſe 


will profit little, but it's an inward 


F 3 drawing 


drawing nigh to the Lord that he 
accepts of, and thoſe Spiritual wor- 
ſhippers he is well pleaſed with, and 
it is ſuch he will honour, and doth 
honour with his pure heavenly pre- 
ſence; to the great ſatisfaction of 
their hungring, breathing and pant- 
ing Souls; and hereby are they 
ſtrengthned and enabled to travel 
on 1n the narrow way and path of 
Life, and no wearineſs attends 
them, nor faint-heartedneſs comes 
nigh them, but they are made more 
and more able and willing to preſs 
forward toward the end of the Race, 
for they clearly ſee there is no ſit- 
ting down by the way, nor grow- 
ing weary in the well-doing; for 
all ſuch as do, ſhall never come to 
the obtaining the Crown, which 1s 
at the end of the Race, and 1s alone 
for thoſe that continue faithful to 
the end. Oh! ſuch {hall not mits 
of the Promiſed Inheritance, nor 
fail of poſſeſſing that Kingdom, 
where the fulneſs of Joy, Peace, and 
endleſs Comfort is and {hall be wit 

neſtled 
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neſſed for evermore. So my dear 
Friends, let this Kingdom, and the 
durable Riches and Treaſure of 
it be always in our view; and this 
will be ſufficient to out-weigh all 
our Exerciſes and Trials; and in- 
deed they arenot worthy to be com- 
pared with the joy that is to be ob- 
tained in this Kingdom; an earneſt 
of which, all ye faithful ones 
have already; and this I know 
(riglit well) you are not willing to 
part with it any more, but rather 


- are made willing to be deprised of 


all outward Comforts, than to be 
without the enjoyment of this in- 
ward Peace and Joy in the Lord; 
Oh! bleſſed and honoured for ever- 
more be his Name, ſaith my Soul, 
who hath brought a little deſpiſed 
Remnant to the ſenſe of the daily 
need they have of ham, becauſe with- 


out him they can do nothing that 


may tend to his Honour, nor the 
Comfort of their Souls; and ſo find 
it to be an indiſpenſible Duty upon 
them, often to meet together to 

| Eq. wait 
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wait upon the Lord (and that with 
diligence) that they may receive 
from his heavenly hand, to the re- 
freſhment of their Souls, who cannot 
live without the daily renewings 
of his Love, and the ſhowrings down 
more and more of his manifold Mer- 
cies; and my dear and tender 
Friends, when his pure power and 
Preſence 1s ed what ſatisfa- 
ction do we feel; and in a ſenſe 
thereof can we not ſay, what ſhall be 
able to ſeparate ws —_ the love of 
our God, which we have obtain 'd in 
and through Chriſt Feſis our Lord. 
Oh! my Friends, ſhall heigbth, or 
depth, ſhall principalities, or powers, 
ſhall things preſent, or things 10 come, 
ſhall bonds. impriſonments, or ſpoil- 
ing of goods, yea (in the ſtrength of 
of our God) can we not ſay, either 
famine, nakedneſs, peril nor fword, 
we do believe ſhall ever be able to ſe- 
perate u from the Love of our God, 
which we have obtained ix and thro 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; unto whom 
do I commit the keeping of you = 
Wit 


with my own Soul, as unto a faithful Crea- 


tor, and tender Father, who alone overſees _ 


all our Needs and Neceſſities; and is able 
to Adminiſter out of his fulneſs to the ſup- 
ply of all. Oh! that we may for ever keep 
nigh unto him, that he may take a delight 
in us, and water us more aud more; that 
we may all be as Willows by the water - cour- 
ſes freſh, and green, and lively; and that 
there may not be any barrenneſs nor dry- 
neſs amongſt us; but that we all may be 
faithful Branches, having our abiding in the 
true Vine (Chrift Jeſns) and as we all come 
to fit down here, what ſhall be able to make 
us afraid, who have the Banner of our Hea- 
venly Father's Love over us, and whoſe 
ſtay and ftrength the Lord is; in the ſenſe 
and feeling of whoſe Love and Life was I 
drawn forth to write you theſe Lines; with 
my dear Love to you all, I remain, your 
Friend and Brother, in a patient Suffering, 
for keeping the Commands of Chrift Jeſus. 


Written in the County-Goal at 
Lanceſton, the 17th day of 
the 3d Month, 1684. 


Fobn Peters. 


> It's my Deſire this may be read in the 


dread and fear of th& Lord, in the ſeveral 
Meeting of Friends in the County of Devon. 
and a Copy of it ſent. to Friends in Tauten, 


and Gregory-Stoke MN 
* 


POST: 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
=. now, my Friends, if any 


grow careleſs and negligent in 
waiting upon the Lord; its no 
marvel to me, if ſuch want ſtrength 
to bear a faithful Teſtimony tor the 
Lord, what Trial, Sufferings, and 
Exerciſes do or may attend them ; 
becauſe it's thoſe that ſhall, yea, 
and do renew their ſtrength, who 
diligently wait upon the Lord; it's 
thoſe that run without wearineſs, 
and walk without fainting; and 
ſuch dare not ſay, the Lord delays 
his coming to work deliverance; 
but ſtedfaſtly believe he is able, 
and will in fi own time work it 
for them; and till then, they dare 
not deſire it; but in Patience are 
made willing to wait upon him 
continually. And here, Patience 75 
Anow to work expergence, and expe- 
rience hope, and this hope maketh 
not aſhamed, but 18 as an Anchor to 
the Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, 
+,» © . preſerving 


n- 


1 


preſerving of it in the midſt of all 


the tempeſtuous waves of the ra- 


ging Sea, that many times rage and 
well ſo high, as if they would ſoon 
overwhelm all; but it's our Goc 
that hath ſet bounds, and limited 
them; ſaying, hitherto ſpall ye go, 
and no further. So, my dear Friends, 
keep to the daily Croſs, (it being 
the power of God) deny felf; let 
it be of no reputation among You, 


and always mind that the Lord 


muſt be followed fully; for it ws 
only ſuch that entred the Promiſed 
Land in Apes paſt; and fo Friends, 
this 1s that will beour Crown, and 
the alone cauſe of true rejoycing to 


every one of us, even in the end ok 


our days. I ſay, as we have the 
Seal upon our Spirits that we have 
followed the Lord fully, Oh then 
we {hall not be afraid to die, that 


none of us therefore may fit down 


by the way, or gro weary in the 
well-doing, or faint in their minds, 
nor neglect the aſſembling them- 
ſelves together to wait upon the 
| hs 2 Lord, 
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Lord, nor think their travel too 
long or hard toward this Heavenly 
W Canaan, a Land that is full of Peace 
[ and Plenty, is the earneſt deſire of 
. my Soul, who feels a Travel upon 
my Spirit (many times) for the | 
ſake of Gods Spiritual I/rae/: Oh! | 
that all may be kept near the Lord 
in this day, wherein Trials and 
Exerciſes do attend many of us, | 
and likely to come upon more; oh | 
therefore ſtand faſt in the Faith, | 
Aid be all ſtill and quiet in your | 
minds, and wait diligently upon 
tze Lord, and take no thought what 
[ e ſhall eat, nor for what ye ſhall 
! ak nor wherewithal ye ſhall be 
| Cloathed, ſo as to diſtruſt the Lord, 
who hath never failed to provide 
| if for all that have walked faithfully 
before him from one Generation to 


another; and he is the ſame as ever | 
ji he was 1n any age or day; and 
| ſurely, my dear Friends, our God 


Li Knows we have all need of thoſe 
i things; and though the Lyons may 
lack and ſuffer hunger, yet ſuch as 

. wait 
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wait upon the Lord, and fear his 
Name, ſhall want nothing that is 
good; for he is known to be a ten- 
der Father over all his Children, 
and doth daily take care of them, 


and never will ſuffer them to want 


any thing that he ſees convenient 
for them; this is our God, let us 


fear him for evermore, ſaith m 


Soul, for he is worthy, and there is 
none beſides him, and bleſſed are all 
this day, who put their whole truſt 
in him; ſuch ſhall not fail of re- 
freſhment from him, when (on the 
contrary) thoſe that truſt in Man, 
and make Fleſh their Arm, and 
whoſe hearts are departed from the 
Lord, ſhall become even as the 
Heath in the Deſart, and ſhall not 
ſee when good cometh. And theres - } 
fore that none of us may look at 
any thing, neither prize nor eſteem 
any thing beyond the Lord, who 
muſt be fond above all; in the 
ſenſe of whoſe Love I deſire we may 
for ever be kept, while we have a 
Being here, 


Fobn Peters, 
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A Copy of a Letter ſem 


to John aud Jonathan 
Prideaux Juſtices. 
Hol worth, the 10th of the 
Friends, oth Month, 1695. 


Hat God, even the Great and 

Mighty God of Heaven and 
Earth, in whoſe hand is our Lite, 
Breath, and Being; this is that God 
we deſire for ever to Serve, Fear, 
and Obey, who is not willing that 
any of us ſhould perth in our Sins, 
nor die in our Iniquities; but hath 
ſent Chriſt Jeſus to ſave his People 
from their Sins, and to redeem them 
from their Iniquities (mark that) 
not in them, therefore take heed of 
hindring any of his Servants whom 


qi he hath raiſed this Day to call Peo- 


ple to Repentance, and Amendment 
of Life, leſt you ſhonld be found 
fighters againſt God, Oh! it's cauſe 
of deep Lamentation, that ever any 


* Magiſtrates profeſſing Chriſtianity, 


mould 
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ſhould hinder, or indeavour to hin- 


der any, who have nothing in their 


eye more than the honour of God, 
and glory of his worthy Name, 
with the Peace and wellfare of the 
Souls of all the Sons and Danghters 
of Men. And therefore I deſire, 
that none of you who are Magi- 
ſtrates hereaway this day, may be 
tound oppoſing the Work of the 
Lord; but rather be as you ought 
to be, (v1is.) ATerror to Evik-doers, 
and a praiſe to them that do well ; is 
the deſire of him, who is a real 
well-wither to all Mankind, 


John Peters, 


This was Written and Deliver d 
them on their endeauouring to hindern 
me, and other Friends from having 


a Meeting that day in the Town of, 


Hollsworth aboveſard, which, though 
they kept us from having it in the 


Houſe, yet we had it in the Street, 


prety quiet; where were I think, two 
or three bundred Perſons, and many 


very Sober. 4 
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A few Lines to Friends of 
the Quarterly- Meeting at 


Marſton, the 5th Month, 
1696. 


Roſorrow, The 4th of the 5th 
Month, 1696. 


Dear Friends, Y 


N the tender Bowels of Brother] 

Love do ] truly Salute you all, 
who are found faithful to the Lord 
in your ſeveral Stations and Gifts, 
and ſo are made all Serviceable in 
his hand for the carrying on that 
Work he is pleas'd to call any of 
us unto, Oh! that we may be all 
Co-workers together with him, 
without whoſe Divine Aſſiſtance we 
can do nothing that is good; there- 
fore, my dear Friends, be diligent 
in your Meetings to wait upon the 
Lord, that Strength and Wiſdom 
from him you may more and more 


de made Sharers and freſh parta- 
Z kers 
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kersof, to the mutual Joy and Com- 
fort of your Souls; and as we keep 
onward in the performance of this 
great Duty of waiting often upon 
the Lord, here he is pleaſed often to 
comfort our poor Souls by the re- 
newings of Love ; and here the eye 
that he hath opened, 1s kept open to 
ſee the daily need we have of him, and 
of bringing often our deeds,thoughts 
and words to the pure Light of 
Chriſt ſeſus; that ſo we may clearly 
ſee wherein they are wrought; and 
I am ſure this will hurt none of us; 
and Oh! you my dear Friends, that 
truly love this Light (ſaitisfied I 
am) you are not willing to neglect 
bringing your Deeds unto it; be- 
cauſe it diſcovers plainly whether 
they are wrought in God, yea, or 
nay, Oh! the deep ſenſe that lives 
ſometimes upon the hearts of a Rem- 
nant, of the greeat need they have 
to keep near the Lord, and to be 
truly watchful againſt that Old 
great Adverſary and Enemy of the 
Souls peace, who is not wanting to 

endeavour 
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endeavour to rob us of that Peace 
we have in a good meaſure obtain d 
inthe Lord, but would cauſe Death 
to come over us again, and fo at 
laſt, utterly deſtroy all hope of 
ever entring the Promited Land; 
which 1s the greateſt hurt, loſs or 
damage that ever can befall any 
one, (Man or Woman) amongſt us; 
therefore I earneſtly deſire we may 
be all ſo wiſe, ſeriouſly to conſider 
of it; and fee whether we have not 
only began in the Spirit, but are 
perſevering in the ſame; for if we 
continue to the end, we {hall be Sa- 
ved; which that we may all do, 1s 
that my Soul deſires. Now as to 
what relates to the Yearly Meeting 
at Briſto/, I need not write much 
about, becauſe or Dear Friend Tho. 
Gwin was there likewiſe, who, I 
douht not but will give you a full 
Account; only this I muſt ſay, we 
had a very ſweet and comfortable 
Seaſon together; where the Ancient 
Living and Powerful Preſence of 
our God was truly witneſſed and 


felt, 
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felt, to the tendring the Spirits of 
many; and oh! the tender Counſel 
and Advice that was given in ſeve— 
ral particulars, which I thall leave 
to my dear Companion to give you 
an Account of; and with what zeal 
and fervency of Spirit it was preſ- 
ſed, for Friends to be careful to 
keep up the Ancient Teſtimony of 
Truth in all the particular Branches 
of it; that ſo no decay or wither- 
ing might overtake us, or any is, 
this oncemore tenderly Saluting of 
you; being truly deſirous to have 
been Perſonally preſent, could I 
have ſeen my way clear; however, 
in my Mind and Spirit I deſire to 
be with you; who am your Friend 
and Brother, 


John Peters. 


To 
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To the Late MATOR, and Chief 
Magiſtrates 4 the Town of Tru- | 
row, and Inhabitants thereof. 


OR the Clearing of our ſelves, 
and the Teſtimony the Lord 
hath given us to bear for his Holy 
Name and Truths ſake, am I con- 
ſerned to write theſe Lines; ſincere- 
Iy declaring it was1n the great Love 
of God my mouth was opened a- 
mongſt many of your Inhabitants 
in your publick Streets; and my 
chief end and aim therein, was to 
call Sinners to Repentance, and A- 
mendment of Life; that ſo that 
Great and Univerſal Love of God 
tendred to us all in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, none might miſs of through 
their willful diſobedience and neg- 
lect, of taking hold of the alone 
means God hath ordained Salvation 
by; for we do believe there 1s no 
other Name given under Heaven, 
= by which Salvation, and true peace 
| with the Great and Jult God can be 
| obtained, 
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obtained, but in and through Faith in Chrift 
Jeſus, and Obedience unto him, who died 
for the Sins of the whole World; and it's 
laid, his Name ſh ill be called Feſus, for be ſball 


ſave bis Pecpie from their Sins; (mark) not 
in them, and blefſed be his Name, we know 


for this end he was made manifeſt, that he 
might deſtroy the Works of the Devil; and 
all manner of Sin, is it not of the Devil, and 
is not Chriſt come to redeem from all Ini- 
quity, and waſh the heart, and purge the 


'Conicience from dead works, and to purifie 


unto himſelf a peculiar People zealous of 
good works; not for Evil, or making Lyes 
theirrefuge, thereby to puniſh the Innocent, 
whom God hath had great Care of from Age 
to Age; and hath ſaid, © He thatoffends the 
© leaft of theſe my little ones, that believeth 
© in me, it were better a Milſtone were hang- 
© ed about his Neck, and he caſt into the 
© midft of the Sea. Therefore, in the Love 
of the Great God of Heaven and Earth, in 
whole hands our Life, Breath, and Being is; 
and before whole Judgment Seat of Divine 
Juſtice we mult all ſtand, and give an ac- 
count for the Deeds done in the Body. I de- 
fire you ſer iouſiy Conſider of it, the Midnight 
will come (that's certain) are you prepa- 
red, or are you, or any ot you but in the 
fooliſh Virgins State, who had Lamps, but no 
Oil; have you not had a profeſſion of God 
in words, calling him Father, but duing that 
which highly dilpleaſeth him; praying to 
the Lord, that bis will may be done in Earth, 

| as 
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& its done in Heaven; and yet doing your 
own wills, and not {uffering the will of God 
to be done; whole will is no leſs than the 
SanQincation of the Soul. And not that we 
ſhould remain Day atter Day, and Year aft- 
ter Year, contetiins our ſelves to be miſera— 
ble Sinners, and never amend ; full of 
wounds, bruit es, and putrefactions, from 
the crown of the head, to the ſole of the 
foot no loundneis; Oh! Coniider whether 
there muſt not be a forſaking, as well as 
confeſſing; and it to full of wounds and bru- 
ſes, whether there is not Ereate r need to 
come to that Phyiician that alone is able to 
Cure and Heal all the Woun 1 of the poor 
Soul (that comes to feel them) but Jam a— 

fraid the Conſciences of too too many are lv 
hardned, that the daily accuſtoming them- 
ſelves to do Evil, that they feel very little 
of thoſe wounds or bruiſes, but have even 
{ſain the witnels of God, fo as to take no no- 
tice of the ſecret Checks and Reproofs 
thereof. But tho' Men and Women may 
get to this heighth of wickednels and ard- 
heartedneſs, there w; ill a Day of Reckoning 
come, and the Book of Conſcience will be 
opened, wherein there 13 a juſt Record of 
all the Evil Deeds, Words and Actions of 
Men, and we for all muſt be called to bn 
Account; therefore conſider of it, I beg of 
vou, and that for the ſake of your * 
Souls, one of which is of more value than 
the whole World. For as Chriſt ſaid, I Vat 
will is profit a Mun if he ſhould gain the 
whole 
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whole World, and loſr bis own Soul? or what 
ſhall he give in exchange for by Soul? Oh! 
Silver nor Gold will not purchaſe Peace to 
it, nor Riches, nor Honour, (no) though 
many think they may Lord it over the He- 
ritaze of God, yet then they ſhall ſee they 
muſt give an Account for all; and as I be- 
lieve the Lord hath put ſome of you in Au- 
thority ; ſo I would have you Conſider it is 
your Duty to Rule for God; for you ought 
not to bear the Sword of Juſtice in vain 
but ſtand and be a Terror to Evil-doers, 
and a Praite to them that do well; and fo 
bring Honour to the Great Gad, and Com- 
tort to his People. But oh! inftead of this, 
have not T, with many more, juft Cauſe to 
ſay, true Judgment 15 fallen in your Streets, 
Equity cannot enter, neither can the Cry 
of the Oppreſſed he heard, nor the Voice 
of the Innocent taken notice of; but when 
the Name of the Great God of Heaven hath 
been made ule of, it hath begotten too ma- 
ny into Laughter, making ſo great a noiſe, 
that words relating to Truth and Soberneſs 
could not be taken notice ofz I do appeal 
to the juſt witneſs of God in your own 
Hearts, that were at your laſt Law-Court, 
where you received ſuch a Bill of Notori- 
ous Falſhoods, againſt us an Innocent and 
Peaceable People, and you know did not 
appear in an Hoſtile manner, as falſly de- 
clared againſt, unto the certain Knowledge 
not only of thoſe (that I ſuppoſe) Swore to 
the Bill, but likewiſe to ſeveral Magiſtrates 


and 


— 


and others of the Town. Notwithſtanding 
all this, we can commit the Innocency of 
our Caſe to the Lord; in whoſe Love 1 
was made willing to lay theſe things before 
you that are.as Judges and Juſtices in the 
Town ; and likewiſe to Inform others of the 
Cauſe of our ſo appearing amongſt you, 
which was really in true Love; deſiring 
nothing more, than that you may come to 
ſee what you are doing, and who you are 
Contending with, and what you are La- 
bouring to ſuppreſs, whether Vice or Ver- 
tue; Conſider of it, and the Lord open 
vour Underftandings, and put it into your 
Hearts, if it be his Will, no longer to Sup- 
reſs the Innocent, but open the Priſon 
r, and ſet at Liberty her, that was, I 
do believe, concerned in the Love of God 
to Viſit you the Tahabirants of 77urow. This 
from your Truly Loving and Well-wiſhing- 
Friend, 


Fenryn, the gth of the 8th 
Month, 1702. 
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